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ear Mother & Fa

     Yesterday I 
er imagine. We w
xxx[?] our decor

hmud Ibrahim ca
we would like to
you can imagine
llected a suitable
nterns & set out. 
ade, as a present 
cklace. upon ma
at we should not 
rive until tomorr
e two family’ssic 
rious friends for 
ent. As soon as w
ard the music of
veral turns throu
e came upon a tru
e company sittin
r host received u
seat ourselves on
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ather. 

spent the strange
were just putting
rations after the 

alled to offer com
o attend a weddin
e we were deligh
e following of se
I took a little sa
& Miss C took 

aking further enq
see the bride as
ow at the conclu
provide entertai
several days be

we reached the v
f the pipes & dru
ugh the narrow v
uly picturesque 
g in a wide circl
us most courteou
n the divan reser

Ara

est Xmas eve yo
g the finishing to
evening meal w

mpliments, & en
ng festival. 
hted. we 
ervants with 
atin bag I had 
a Woolworth 

quiries we learnt
 she will not 

usion – it seems 
inment for their 
fore the real 
village we 
ums. & after 
village streets 
sight. 
le on the ground
usly & invited us
rved for guests o
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nour. After we w
ents had been ex
ain. the performe

mong the guests. 
th the peculiar d
ard in the proper

gures in their mu
ces with keen ey
e rapt attention, &
a Allah! after a fa
tting one can app
ear notes of the z
one forming a so
e drum. There w
the musicians qu
ncing girl was li
set down in the 
the young brideg

d. & she was the
r mother, a famo
soon as she coul

e old Arabian da
perfect time to th
ess with silver or
ng in long plats,
tassel tied on to 
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were settled & th
xchanged, the mu
ers squatted on t
the flute player 

drone. it is a delig
r surroundings. t

ulticoloured drap
yes glittering in th
& an occasional 

favourite melody
preciate the beau
zumara with the 
ort of undertone.
as a slight pause
uickened their ti
fted over the hea
centre. she was t
groom. she was 
 best dancer in t

ous dancer had tr
ld walk. This tin

ances, twisting he
he music, she w
rnaments at the w
, & each plat had
it & she had a c

he various comp
usic began 
the ground 
had a zumara 
ghtful instrumen
the huddled 

peries, the brown
he lamp light, 
murmur of 

y, in such a 
uty of the soft 
hum of the 
 & the rythmsic o

e in the proceedi
me, & a tiny 
ads of the specta
the little sister 
only six years 

the village. 
rained her 
ny thing danced 
er little figure 

wore a white 
waist, her hair 
d an ornament 
coloured handker
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d on her head. h
nced so long tha
ertired. but her f
ed. because she w
noured guests at

     Afterwards t
ng sticks across t
me the star turn, 
nger, the piper w
e Father of zuma
had a deep bass 
see him blow ou
eeks extend to su
ose of cherubs on
e old Arabian lov
a shield to his m
ice carry, with th
emphasised, & h

have no doubt we
th confusion & b
the words, fortu
essed a lot. the m
had a deep rich v
autifully modula
certainly made t
portunity of sing
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her little feet wer
at we were afraid
father assured us
was so happy to
t her brother’s w

two men got up 
their shoulders, 
a well known p

was a Soudanese.
arerassic. it was o
hummsic. it was 

ut his cheeks. nev
uch a size, great
n tombstones. th
ve songs, he held

mouth as if to ma
he other he plead
he directed his s
e should have be
blushes if we cou
unately we did’n
man was a perfec
voice, no wild y
ated & flexible to
the most of his u
ging his passiona

re bare, she 
d she would be 
s she was not 
 dance before 

wedding. 

& danced, balan
& after them 

piper & 
 he had 

over 5 ft long 
wonderful 
ver have I seen 

ter even than 
he singer sang 
d one hand 
ake his 
ded, entreated 
ongs to us. 

een covered 
uld have followe

ntsic, but we 
ct actor 

yells, but 
o a degree; 
unique 
ate love songs 
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two visible & un
preciated his per
orried look on Sa
ondering how mu
oper in quite a E
of course one ca
ng out in the des

uropean ears. It w
ry sorry when m
depart. we left o
e bridegroom’s f

     Mr Beazley h
mas holidays, he
r the time being, 
terest in the nativ
even try to learn
ther a bore, so w
cided to take him
s leave. We now 
e E.E.Soc staying
is enjoying ever
sit to Egypt. 

     There was gr
e exchanged gifts
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nveiled females 
rformance. We n
ardic’s face, he w
uch we understo

European way wh
antsic expect a rea
sert to be modifie
was all very thril

midnight came &
our gifts to the br
father. 

has gone to Lux
 wanted to escap
he does’ntsic tak

ves & their custo
n Arabic, & is alt

we were not sorry
mself off for 5 or

have Miss Jona
g for four days, 

rything thorough

reat excitement 
s. I gave Miss C

who so obvious
noticed a very 
was evidently 
ood, he is very 
here we are conc
al Arabian love 
ed to suit 
lling & we were 
 we felt bound 
ride with 

or for the 
pe from us 
ke the slightest 
oms, he refuses 
together 

y when he 
r 6 days of 

as. the secretary o
she is a dear 

hly, it is her first 

to-day. at breakf
C four of the nice
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e stock of handki
t she was going 

ant to come to th
ght too, she gave 
mbric nightie, ha
e is the most gen
most delightful t

had made a magn
some shoulder s
write for more) 

huge joke, as her
wn. I gave Capt 
cuttings from th

present for me, b
e are quite like a 
fter breakfast we
e tree, we had ab
huge bag of nuts 
e expected about
r some extra in c
it happened, ove
stily suppliments

few adjustments,
ent away empty h
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iessic you passed
to give me some

he table empty ha
me the daintiest

andmade & emb
nerous person in 
to work with. Fo

nificent pair of g
strap ribbon (this
all puckered on 
r stockings are al
C. a purse I had

he white gloves. 
but it has’ntsic arr

happy family pa
e prepared the thi
bout 8/<10> lbs o

& 70 oranges. &
t 60 odd children
case we had misc
er 80 came, we h
sic from our own
, but fortunately 
handed 

d over to me. I so
ething & I did’n
anded. I was 
t pale pink 

broidered in Italy
every way, 

or Nannie 
garters out 
s is why I had 
elastic, this was
lways coming 

d made out 
he has ordered 
rived yet. 
arty now. 
ings for 
of mixed sweets
& 70 handkerchi
n & provided 
calculated, 
had to 
n stores & make 

no child 
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ec 26th 

     Last night w
ow how to start 
rvants with what
ast & left the oth
nds. we purchas
hich was slaught
proved Mahome
ay to Allah to for
e also provided b
we engaged the 
danese piper wit

nger. During our 
portion of the she
e huge stew so t

as rather too toug
id it was deliciou
ere informed that
we went outside
ck chairs special
as host & master
both capacitysic w
out 70 in numbe
a wide circle on 
ry cold, & we w
gs over our knee
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was simply gorge
to describe it. W
t ever they wante
her arrangements
ed a live sheep i
ered (out of our 

edan way. it is ve
rgive them for ta

bread, tea, sugar 
piper & the drum
th the Father of 
own dinner Sar

eep which had b
hat we might tas
gh for our palate
us of course) Aft
t the fantasia wa
e & took our sea
lly set out for us
r of ceremonies, 
was perfect. his 

er were squatting
the sand, the nig

were glad of the h
es, so we told Sar

eous. I hardly 
We provided our 

ed for a proper A
s entirely in their
in the market, 
sight) in the 

ery quick, & the
aking life.) 
& sweetmeats <
mmer, also the 
zumaras & the 
dic brought 

been made into 
ste it, (it 
e/<liking> liking
fter dinner we 
as ready 
ats on the 
s. Sardic 
& his manner 
other gests gues

g round 
ght was 

heavy travelling 
rdic he 
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ght use some of 
ating our bath w
es were started, 
to three circles. &
ckward & forwa
rse to each in tur
e squatting figure
t their hands to t
the singer bendi
ngs, & the portly
th his 5 ft zumar
he played, some

as adressingsic the
as being sung. al
eir hands softly i
frain after each v

     One of the g
read a rug on the
e rug. Then he pu
ater (without a co
in any way he w
elt on it, & gradu
und until he was

ke this [  ] then
his teeth & raise
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f the wood that w
water. with this w

& the company 
& the singer & p
ards among them
rn, can you imag
es round the fire
the flames. The t
ing over them sin
y Soudanese stru
ra, waving it righ
etimes raising it 
e stars. When a 
l the company c
in rythmsic, & rep
verse 

guests showed us
e sand & laid a s
ut a tall glass bo
ork) on his head
alked round the 
ually worked him
 stretched out fu

n he got the cush
ed himself erect 

we have for 
wood 3 small 

arranged itself 
piper walked 
m singing a 
gine it! 
es, stretching 
tall figure 
nging his 
utting round 
ht & left 
as if he 
favourite song 
lapped 
peated the 

s a very good tric
small cushion on
ottle full of 
, & without hold
rug, then 
mself 

ull length 
hion 
again, all 
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thout touching th
ater. he then repe
placing the bott c
he show turn of t
ay our men had m
dontsic know whe
my life, Old Ahm
e Father of Mous
a fat, self impor

court of Justice s
se turned upside 
sguised of course
hrill wailing voi
d been stoll/<e>
milk a day. the a
ad a right to the g
en one of his wiv
e goat. the Pasha
prison until he lo
they shoved him
he began to wail
e bugs, & how m
there was a mos
tween the man in
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he bottle or spill
eated the perform
cushion on the ru
he evening was 
made up themse
en I have laughed
mud, who is call
staches had got h
rtant Pasha, & he
se/<i>tting on a l

down; – a wom
e) came to plead
ice she told how
n, a goat that ga
accused pleaded
goat as the wom
ves but he prefer

a said he must be
oved his wife pr

m under the pack
l about the disco

much he loved hi
st touching love 
n the packing ca

ling a drop of 
mance 
ug again. 
the little 
lves. 
d so much 
led 
himself up 
e held 
large packing 

man, (man 
d her case, & in 

w her goat 
ave 3 pails 
d that he 
man had 

redsic to keep 
e put 
roperly, 
king case, 
omfort & 
is wife 
scene 

ase & the wife 
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tside. but the Pa
e man began to h
finally tipped th

as a general scuf
ng each other wi
sparks flew all o
caped in the con
ery one to be exe
e of corpses hea

     Then an awf
sha into a fit, & 
und him. There w
t the plot was a l
ry limited, so I c

he men had contr
bbish out of the p
markably ingenio
dnight. 

     I will have to
a later letter as I

ail tomorrow. 

     Much love to
     Your affectio
     Myrtle. 

e people here cal
tterfly the “bride
ntsic it a nice 
me? 
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sha would’ntsic l
heave the case up
he Pasha off & es
ffle & everyone b
ith lighted palm 
over the place. th
fusion. so the Pa
ecuted & soon th

aped up in front o

ful afreet (ghost)
all the corpses g

were lots of othe
little complicate
can hardly attem
rived their costum
packing cases &
ous. The party b

o continue my X
I want this to cat

o you both. 
onate daughter 

ll the 
e of the herbs” 

listen, then 
p & down 
scaped & there 
began to 
branches 

he prisoner 
asha condemned
here was a nice 
of him. 

) came & scared 
got up & danced
er incidents 
ed & my Arabic 

mpt to describe th
mes out of the 

& some were 
broke up about 

Xmas adventures
tch the 
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