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BROOME LETTER 24 RECTO
[R] P & O. S. N. Co.
S.S. Ranpura
Sept 30% 1929,

Dear Mother & Father.

“A life on the ocean wave is better than going to sea”
We are having a wonderful passage, glorious sunshine
& sea & sky a perfect blue with just the slightest swell
to let you know you are not on land, Our course now
is due south. I make quite certain of this by going to the
stern & looking at the north star shining directly over our
wake — & I wonder how you are getting on & if you are
having a look at the night before going to bed.

[ am living a life of absolute luxury. The dressing bugle
goes at 8 o’clock. & I wander down to the bathroom &
wallow in hot sea water. Then dress & have breakfast.

a varied menu. Today I choose™ kidneys & bacon & coffee
of course. The milk here is real milk. They make it
from fresh butter. just reverse the process.

After breakfast I walk round the dick™. at 10 o’clock I go
to the library to change my book & then settle in a deck
chair to read till lunch. We have several things to
choose from & if I have not forgotten my hanky I usually
include a curry in my menu. They are xxx[?] gollyoptious!
we have Indian stewards. & everything is perfectly served.
After lunch I take my book to the topmost deck & divide
my time between reading & watching the various deck
games, | give tea a miss so as to enjoy my dinner more.
at 7. the dressing bugle goes. & dinner is 7.30. So far
I have worn my black with my red shawl. but when we
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get into the Mediterranean I shall sport my new blue,

my necklace also appears in public in the evening

It is great fun watching the various people. the things they
do & what they wear. My cabin mates are very nice & we
have settled down very comfortably, the nurse is a very
amusing person. she has never travelled before. & asks

all sorts of amazing questions. one was. “do we go past
Africa?” I tried to explain the course to her. but the

places were only names to her she had no idea of their
relation to each other. we do not see very much of her

as she is on night duty. her patient has accute® neurasthenia
so she (the nurse) has to sleep most of the day.

There is not much to relate of my doings, one day is
so like another & we have only had distant glimpses
of coast. just now we are off Portugal but it is
only a faint smudge on the horizon.

Much love to you both
Your affectionate daughter
Myrtle.

Later. We passed C. S Vincent about 4.30 & are due at Gib 7AM
tomorrow. There are various signs of activity connected with our

arrival I believe. Lascars squat in groups & do things with cables

& various portions of ship equipment. but as far as I can see all

they achieve is a semblance of being very busy, I watched four

cutting a cable. one held the end. one the cable coil, one had

a cutting tool & one a hammer. they were very busy about it

& though I sat watching quite a time they did not make much impression
on the cable. They were still at it when I came down for my bath

before dressing for dinner.



There is a black cat on board. It permitted me to cuddle it one day.
We have a dance band on deck every night [ am just off
to listen to it.

Love over again. M.

PS. Wasnt™® I lucky in being / able to send a letter / from Dover.



