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Arabah. 

Jan 16th [1931] 
 
Dear Mother. 
 
          To-day was a red letter day for me. 
I had a letter from you, one from Eric, the 
fountain pen, the brooch for Amice & the “Persian 
Book. it was quite exciting having so much 
at once. I hav’ntsic had time to try the pen 
yet, I shall probably use it in the next letter; 
The Persian book looks very interesting, I hope 
you will go to see the Exhibition*. Amice is 
so pleased with the brooch, she has wanted 
an owl ever since she saw mine, she sends 
you many thanks for getting it for her. 
 
          We now have Mrs Davissic {Davies} staying 
with us, she came with Amice from Luxor last 
night, she is painting one of the scenes in 
Sety’s temple for a book of Egyptian painting 
I expect she will be with us about 3 weeks to a 
month. we are so glad to have her, she is 
such a dear, & we may be able to pick up 
lots of useful hints for our own colour work 
her tempera painting is the finest of its type I have 
 

[* International Exhibition of Persian Art, 7 January – 7 March 1931,  
the Royal Academy of Arts in London.] 
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ever seen. 
 
          Mr Bennittsic {Bennett} from Amarna paid us a 
short visit just before Amice went to Luxor. he 
was a pleasant young man. he is very sad 
that their season is over & he has got to go back 
to England. he is a philologist & has been 
studying with Dr Gardiner. 
 
          Our next visitor will be Miss Chubb. 
she comes on the 22nd 
 
          Nothing very exciting happened 
while Amice was away the time here seems 
to go so quickly. it will be Ramadan in four 
days time. 
 
          We are looking forward to receiving 
the wedges. it was good of Father to make so 
many for us. 
 
          What a busy shopping day you 
must have had. I am so glad you have got 
a new jumper suit, it sounds very nice & warm. 
 
          I saw Ahmuds’sic sheep the other day, 
his little boy was taking them to the fields & I stopped 
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to look at them. old Ahmud called to them & 
they came up to him & nuzzled him, it was 
pretty to see them, there is a new black lamb. 
 
          Sardic has had a wonderful costume 
made for the feast after Ramadan. it is 
called a guif guftān, it is like a galabia only 
it opens down the front & it has deep bell sleeves, 
it is made in stiff cotton backed satin. with 
blue & white stripes, the edges are bound with 
braid, it is like an omdah’s dress – he will 
fancy himself when he has got that on. 
 
          Ever so many thanks for the pen & 
the book, 
 
          Lots of love to you both 
          Your affectionate daughter 
          Myrtle 


