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Arabah el Madfunah 

Jan 1 

st 1932 
 
Dear Father. 
 
          A Happy New Year to you both. 
 
          I am sending you a piece of mummy cloth 
that I picked up in the desert to-day, it is of 
a late period, probably Coptic, because it is 
of wool. but it is a wonderful example of 
spinning & weaving, Miss Collins might like 
to have a bit, & there is a third piece that 
you might like to show <or give> to the nice rug man 
if he is still there 
 
          Amice & I went to tea? with our local 
police officer & were introduced to his new wife. 
we were first regaled with creme-de menthe. 
then sticky cake & sugar almonds. & again some 
time later with coffee. The wife was a very 
fine young lady & she showed us some fine 
cushion covers she had made, it was rather 
an embarrassing visit for the officer asked Amice 
if she could use her influence to get him trans- 
ferred somewhere near Cairo & kept pressing 
the matter <even> when she explained that she could 
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not do anything in matters not connected with 
archeologysic. then when he realized she would 
not make any promises in that direction he asked 
if she could do anything for his mother in law 
who was suffering with her heart & had many 
strange symptoms that he described in the 
most unblushing manner. Amice said that 
if he would send a soldier back with us to the 
house she would make up a dose that might 
relieve her. by these means we were able to 
escape, & we concocted a lovely dose of peppermint 
& soda for the old lady 
 
          The tank that I mended with plastic wood 
& the Christmas card is still water tight, it is a 
splendid job & I am very proud of it. we noticed 
a fine brood of young mosquitoes hatching out 
in spite of the fact that the water must have been 
allmostsic at boiling point last night when the 
engine was running 
 
          Will you ask Mother to send me a 
postcard of the Masonic Schools, I would 
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like to show it to the school master, I think 
he would be interested to see what English 
schools are like. we have another lesson 
to-morrow evening. I look forward to them 
so much. they are so amusing, the man is 
really a very good teacher & very patient.  
 
          Give my love to Pat & Mr & Mrs Childs 
& wish them A Happy New Year. also all other 
friends. (including Mr Jaggard) 
 
          Lots of love to you & Mother 
          your affectionate daughter 
          Myrtle 
          [  ] 
 
Amice says. Happy New Year to everybody 
she is so glad you liked the rat & lice 


