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BROOME LETTER 40 PAGE 1

Nov 162 1929,
Arabah-el Madfunah.

Dear Mother.

I have been wrestling hard with Arabic to-day.
to start with M' Beazley wanted me to tell Sardic
to buy him 2 boxes of cigarettes, 20 stamps & put
correct stamps on two letters for England & take the
necessary money out of 20 PT. I did my best
& thanks to Sardic’s intelligence it came out all
correctly. Then as I was collecting my things
together to return home Sheikh Abdu Wahid
came to pay me a call, I managed to get through
the polite greetings & reply to enquiries after my
health & then I was stumped. I find I almost
have to start learning all over again as the
language is quite different to Cairo Arabic
all q’s are g’s & lots of the words are very different
or have different shades of meaning.

M’ Beazley has had several lessons in Arabic. but he
will not attempt to speak it, Capt Calverley
knows about as much as I do, he gets on very
well, when Arabic fails he shouts directions in
English & waves his arms about & makes an
awful commotion. but they seem to understand
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what he wants somehow.

To-day on our return to the temple after lunch the Capt
& 1 had a wild donkey race, with all our escort
running yelling at our heels, it was fun. these
little donks gallop full tilt down the sand hills
& we have to balance on their backs somehow.
of course they take their time climbing up the

next rise, then away they go again when they
are over the top

After a while one accepts this wonderful climate
as a matter of course. every day the skys® are deep
blue, sometimes flecked with little fleecy clouds,
always the sun is shining, & now the fresh north
wind blowing over the hot sand makes the
atmosphere wonderfully invigourating®*

Every day is perfect yet every day is different.
Sometimes the outlines are clear cut & sparkling,
another time the distance is veiled in an opal
haze, the pink limestone cliffs change their
colours every hour, & the desert sand varies in

hue from the palest suggestion of mauve to deep
orange.



(18]

On owm way HAome q-rﬁddm.l, we i':-n.ssr.o( a qm\Tﬁ’/mam
Talong o sk sand balh. ofl one coudo sic wsas

o rmouwnd J} sand ik o hown Acad sndco-n? ok
ok onc cand ¥ (o Yacwen ‘EmJ" the R ond, i scoms
Ts fe. The malioe cune fo @bl ackes 8 ravrs, o

old mMoranic Mrelecoes on J fvl'rr\]o? s Ry A7 -B'ﬁc_ c?js_
JJ shAe gows tnt a sum-
shode TB;" wilcel o Read P (.Jtcmmc; oon ancenlt

Pf-u)sr"s-;mcf goron & @cls The otd waln carniin [> ol

c um\c{'f_ r.a? A'ﬁ(.wrr-c.rt_f:‘a {SI‘.

ﬁm - . We aac a/)[ Tho-nfc-mci / O(T-nhm? .‘}fﬁw\?
AU A e .'Lz_"f- ",’(a_7 +} el Rao ’h? Soond Talhs
TPML A -.)",\r?\’m fn? .ff Lstrnca i .,.'_'"y?—z\JI' ‘_4‘

}eck 4 t serd o ornpr Haaf

} f};i-rt-: VAR

!

—

| sAcll Taq To GoA & sSreheh e
Nov 1% Mac shuqqts wll Aatne, [ Rad Is Raw ™y
f\lqi ScaHﬂfG‘{ Ta.kw dm)‘wh !"Ja.u‘f rufnu.d— (% J’lo\.-.
same plcee ) }{\-A JH:MFOAJ' S/{L\fam-.%cl?ﬁcg
cRaptl, Thue war Rdl) ar hous pardomenien
{mfjw-n%l el Lor done o | Lasdtd 5 |sclitd
dots~ To wwlt G~ . TR~ Sondlic carnc calk
A ‘EF(({M% y e o n Ilad 12~ ()7 e addursce

BROOME LETTER 40

PAGE 3

On our way home midday. we passed a gentleman
taking a hot sand bath. all one could see was
a mound of sand with a brown head sticking out
at one end & two brown feet the other end. it seems
to be the native cure for all aches & pains, our
old nannie believes in it firmly, when she gets
a twinge of rheumatics off she goes with a sun-
shade to protect her head & wearing an ancient
dressing gown & gets the old water carrier to dig
her in. We are all thinking of donning bathing
dresses one hot day & all having sand baths
there is something very wonderful about the
feel of hot sand on ones™ flesh, If we do it
I shall try to get a snapshot.

Nov 17&

More struggles with Arabic. I had to have my
high scaffold taken down. part rebuilt in the
same place & the other part set up in another
chapel. there was half an hours pandemonium
but finally all was done as I wanted & I settled
down to work again. Then Sardic came with
a telegram & form to be filled in by the addressee
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it was addressed to Calverley. I enquired where the
Capt was, the man said he was at the house,
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C’afvl— was, hemarn sad e as od the Aouac, no, in about an hours™® time the answer was
so L onsline k. Re messomee lo olclaren id To Rurm brought to me by the small house boy. I told
fpe ol s f IR 0ol el Sardic to have the messenger take it to the

i telegraph office (11 miles away). Sardic said it

no,  un edouk ans Asuas Tome  Fhe e was not possible because the writing was

i /1:.!1'.-«.? th To mr G0 Thr somall howsc Ty, [/dd not on the proper paper. I asked where the

B Sacett: & Ao s essengen fam_ Sl e proper forms were, & he told me they were in

| : . the cupboard of the store room that I had the

‘ { U’c'(ﬂ afj % M ¥ e b Sandic sacd U key off/<f>, Can you imagine the difficulty I had
|

Loor not "D*' sclbe. trcoune The w J""f S to make this all out, with Sardic. the house boy

nol on dhe Propea pepie, [orked tunc dhe & the messenger all talking at me at once.
TN g SR 5 Lyt " s RLTSC e R 1rear ta when I did understand I had the donkey brought
(0 SR a0k s bl Mv:—_ LT S P round at once. galloped to the house. got
3 " the forms. wrote the answer & sent the man
/ 7 4'? Ean e v § iy one The “*”[‘ “r /had off with it. This telegram was from friends

fo mebe this old cud, it Sandic, Jhe "ic‘uk -ra}v of Miss Calverley’s she had asked them to visit

a k. o Larenga Gl U Ta ‘J“""f et e cl oree, us on their way from Luxor. the wire was to

o VI e B Rodl Hhe dlenkey b g o ask if Tuesday would be convenient. she will be

Tounod Gh cnrece 7 &L "s‘ dcd ;0 7_'* e Acwedc . d.r
‘ | hee vrnS. | 7. Ohe NS F Send e N g
5"‘.4 N b . '_j_:’lls i':f_u:"l") h. LDA3 ’7‘h '.N'-‘hdS
f;lis:- Bu.f-‘;rhi.?-f < :,4_ rcol ashd then. Jo ased
s O6n dheae wia 7 Vo7 - ik R LR f ..4_ L ay o

/i [ uned ’X.!’.;- sl e G Tnuenterd, Shc ln..J‘;f &f\



{6 San ot tsowdd 1n H:i'«‘ -(cd r:__&;_ hore
Hov ;3% [Miss Galontfe Ras aclaancd a/ o vers ?fq,o(
Ts Rand e duﬂ&sﬁl’fp back Ts Rca 3 s 7o )/(56-’—

ga¥s "'\'T\fi 30 Wt Scat Le QS Ure

Ir_s:r_(':}mc; a acwd d maliees Z‘r)us?v wilh s a frnid@

g—oca_butaaa;-,. oun oo mon wreic ot g GA J fc’;é
Theo, Toolc an unfoly Joy s my ol ficulies,
13! ' MR ORI
e mew badR J) fsﬁd’fés Reve corme fiom lodak,

o/ 1 g L
[om onclosong Them ark ints, Semc Jf HKene anc
nc&‘,&;. &ML/_, : .ﬂ Iar [Line .’fmn Serne _r;n».r__ r,fm

a :
R T ¢ AP Py . {4 - LSRR g
SLEney  So ,’Lmr, LA~ fanciudly Qb SAe N<gaiiesd

o o r Ty Y - . = )
n dcdrovade” /fcank sblA )" o Tals clrmeals

{ mnas, mol hawe 'muc.ﬂifﬂmc Efm wz,dz;\? < rexk

g it g bmlr
j'f-u a'cu{s as Theac wnll ﬂ( (o Guarls /6'.5 lavn en
my sparc Tome | 50 [ will scal dbes wh nows rowd o
in oun j)e. Gox : The ol comnid en lommanoe

t Sanofic 7 oea lo mecd Jhe ;”’Jﬁﬂl-*h% M“\ awn oul

;«f_‘."!/)\D !’3034 ¥ L."—M_\: ﬂx&, I./"\..'L"_?’h Mo Snl
/ s { i P Lo /-
Xouw lo VL il & fo PﬁJ"
3§ lond MSsRG S b 1 11 €8s

/- ;‘Ld’)‘ ..qf,«.jf:?-u &l A ..J.A% Klee

e

'y

BROOME LETTER 40

PAGE S

here Monday morning so we sent the answer
to say we would be delighted to see them

Nov 18t

Miss Calverley has returned & I am very glad
to hand the directorship back to her. its* no joke
keeping a crowd of natives busy with such a limited
vocabulary. our two men were not a bit of help
they took an unholy joy in my difficulties.

The new batch of photos have come from Kodak.
I am enclosing them with this, some of them are
really beautiful. I may use them sometime for
sketches so keep them carefully as the negatives
may deteoriate®™ (cant™ spell it.) in this climate.

I may not have much time for writing the next
few days as there will be two guests to <help> entertain in
my spare time, so [ will seal this up now & put it
in our post box. the mail comes in tomorrow
& Sardic goes to meet the postman with our out
going post & collects the incoming one

Love to you both & to Pat
& kind messages to M" & M™ Childs
Your affectionate daughter
Myrtle.



