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Arabah.
March 3« 1933.

Dear Mother.

We had a lovely time with
Kings & things this morning —
Amice & | got down to the temple
extra early & got our best pictures all
set out ready. then by 8 o’clock
the King of Italy arrived with the Queen
& the two Princesses & the ex King of
Bulgaria, M. Lacoe® {Lacau} was with them
& he presented us & we made our
best court bows. The King was so
nice he talked to us in English &
said nice things about our work
& we went round the temple with
the royal party by his request &
afterwards to the Osirion & s/<S>ardic
worked the mirrors to reflect sunlight
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into the underground chamber.
After that the Royal party went

to the Kings®'® tent that had been
erected outside the temple to have
refreshment & the King invited us
to join him, so we went & munched
chocolates & marron glacé & crystalized®’
fruits & drank orange-ade. and
altogether had a lovely time

Before they left, both the King &
Queen shook hands with us & said
how much they had enjoyed

every thing, so now we are feeling
very important & are basking in

a lot of reflected glory.

Of course all Baliana & Arabah
& Beni Monsur were crowded round
the outside of the temple to watch
the Royal Arrival. the King
had made a special request that



BROOME LETTER 219

PAGE 3

there were to be no soldiers lining the
road. & none in the temple so our
Soudanis were banished to the
background — the brass band also

was not allowed to appear. This

King is rather fed up with all this

fed pomp & ceremony. &/<in> fact. last
night he escaped & played truant

like a naughty school boy. He is

travelling in King Foud’s®® {Fouad’s / Fuad’s} yacht.

& M. Lacoe®® {Lacau} who is escorting him comes
in another boat. the royal yacht

arrived much earlier at the landing

stage at Baliana. so as soon as

they were along shore the King

disembarked & got into one of the

cars & came out to the temple on

his own to see the sunset over

the desert. Our men were clearing

away our scaffolds etc & saw him
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& of course were very thrilled. The King
told us about it to-day & said he

does not get many chances to escape
like that. We do wish we had

been there too — we think we rather

like Kings —

M Davis®'® {Davies} is here. she did
not come to the temple to-day as
she does not belong to our expedition
& Little Un funked it & stayed behind
too. so Amice & | upheld the E.E.S on
our own.

We are all feeling a little
fagged out with all the excitement.

Thank you so much for all
the caps they make a lovely birthday
present. | think | have quite as
many visiting cards as | shall need
this season now.

Love to you both
Your affectionate daughter
Myrtle.

(P.S Have just got receipt from the Income Tax for my cheque)



