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Arabah.
April 11th [1933]

Dear Mother. 

          I had unexpected visitors this 
week, Sunday afternoon our police 
officer came in to say there was an 
English officer & his wife who wanted 
to camp somewhere in the desert for 
two nights & would I allow them to 
put their tent near the house. 
so I asked him to bring them into 
the temple & I would talk to them. 
they came along & introduced themselves 
he is stationed near Suez Canal for 
a year, & having two monthssic leave 
thought they would take the opportunity 
of seeing Egypt & being hard up wanted 
to do it as cheaply as possible, so 
they bought a car 8th hand for ₤25 
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packed their kit, a puppy & the smallest 
thing in native servants they could 
get. (age 10) & started off. knowing 
hardly any Arabic & nothing of the 
country but having a good time 
in spite of many difficulties. 

          I sent one of the men along to show 
them the way, & when I finished 
work for the day & returned to the 
house I found them comfortably 
installed, the car forming a wind 
screen & one side of a tiny tent thus. → 

[  ] I found Nannie had 
 made them tea & 

was enjoying a good gossip. I offered  
camp hospitality & baths. but 
they were dreadfully afraid of being 
a bother & after a lot of pressing 
accepted an invitation to have 
dinner the following evening 
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so Nannie had a chicken killed & 
produced a very nice meal which 
they thoroughly appreciated. & 
this morning our men filled up 
their water tank & they proceeded 
on their way to Luxor. 

          It was such fun having them. they 
were such a jolly couple, of course 
I sent old Ahmed to act as guide & 
show them all the local sights 
they knew nothing of Egyptian History 
or Art of or anything Egyptological 
but were thoroughly interested & 
thrilled by all they we/<sa>w s/<j>ust the 
same. Our men made a great 
fuss of their little servant. they 
called him Benjamin because he 
was the smallest. he knew about 
a dozen words of English but he was 
a bright lad & they seemed to make 
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him understand what they wanted. 
The puppy was adorable & made 
friends with Wip-wat. 

          Amice is returning on the 
Hector. the boat I came <home> on the 
second year. I hope she has a good 
voyage. 

          Lots of love to you both 
          your affectionate  
          daughter 
          Myrtle. 


