| £
| & =

AnrabaR f /Yac[fwxqi
35541 Llal)

Deaq [Mothsn.
[ armm snce mee ofad J)azﬂl [ 3w
it o fvo{? ?u.omo( cﬂ Thwe con ﬁfacfa So lplica
ol my Uty o . a/m:u. Ras gsnec tndl fenota A/a/y
Ts ffuma? Horse ad Seve To wse Thees olach Asera
wadl entB 9m7 Lasdein Ao Socsla mab Seme
miﬁnqmr/»—f de'h. Yhe bz"a/q tod Jorcta Bas feen
fé—fwns‘ Tf,;‘] wall L cu..-a7 L Ll o/a,ys &
g, %caa.T?/;mg [ an Canyinp On Eh Iy TT.
| Reod To i Lar7 e’ 7f¢ oy B TR slatton
el Batiana 67 'm»,y.q & rxc«,‘/'yl 2 Sonolil on The
brock suzf . .sffzaxﬁf Rave lo g0 in Lot Ther
,,.z’?a:;:- o> mmso/a? 15 anral e LRl Sauil:
Rad olntts ar 1o vy cafm/ﬂvﬁ/tw Qs cluote oot
hin tboad it nq’&affuf" Jfgﬂ (shenm wt Aaa
.w-a,é/ﬁt.c.r? “‘nuxmlc/,}/ a af:cq_f.f/ 9;1)6,4%/,{ .,ea/aq’
//f M wllacx a /'u:cu/; }pe/f' /)M u‘z.é 41/
fm.ag,f.q 4@; fﬂ‘m.pfl' /s Elﬁ fm?\[,,/;..:fa//cd' m_s./caz/
cﬂ aé’{,«.r. !

BROOME LETTER 155 PAGE 1

Arabah el Madfunah
[mid-December 1931 or perhaps 20 December 1931
(= letter misplaced, should be between 157 and 158)]

[R]
Dear Mother.

I am once more “Lady of all | survey”
with a bodyguard of three coal black soldiers
all my very own. Amice has gone with Linda Holey
to Chicago House at Luxor to use their dark room
with enlarging lantern etc so as to make some
enlargements from the plates that Linda has been
taking, they will be away about 4 days & in
the meantime | am carrying on on my own.

I had to drive Joey all the way from the station
at Baliana by myself (except for Sardic in the
back seat) & shall have to go in te-meet-them
again on Thursday to meet them. I think Sardic
had doubts as to my capabilities as driver over
this bad bit of desert, for when we had
succef/<ss>fully mounted a specially difficult sand
hill he uttered a heart-felt “Praise be to Allah!”
I really felt 1 ought to be congratulated instead
of Allah!
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Arabic lessons are still going strong. the poor
schoolmaster often wears a worried look, 1 am
afraid we ask such very unreasonable questions
such as. “what would it mean if that sign
was not there? or why do the letters sometimes
lie down flat & sometimes stand on their heads”
or why has it a long tail here & no tail at all there”
he pours forth rapid & quite ununderstandable
technical replies, until he realizes we cant®'® understand
a word of it. & then just shrugs his shoulders & waves
his hands & says. “but either way it is just the
same” or else “such a thing is not possible”
Nannie, who can follow both sides of the conversation
is convulsed with mirth & has to be rebuked for
unseemly giggling in front of the schoolmaster
as of course our dignity has to be preserved what
ever happens. still in spite of these difficulties
we are getting on. yesterday | wrote Amice a
letter entirely in Arabic (with Nannie’s help).
Sardic was overcome with admiration at the
address on the envelope when | gave it to him for
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the post. he examines all the letters now to

see where they are going, & is very upset if

we hav’nt¥® written anything in Arabic

he has asked me to write him a letter when | return
to England.

Lots of love to you both also
to Pat & M"™ Childs

your affectionate

daughter

Myrtle

[R]



