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BROOME LETTER 141 PAGE 1

[R]
S.S. CALIFORNIA

Saturday.
[24 Oct 1931]

Dear Mother.

We did not see much of
Gibraltar this morning, we arrived
before 7 & were away by 8.30. & it was
pouring with rain & everything obscured
with mist, since it has cleared & has
been quite fine but cloudy.

This afternoon the crew had a boat
drill, there was a lot of bugle blowing
& creaking of ropes, & the boats were let
down on a level with A. deck & then
drawn up & put in their places on
the boat deck. it caused a little
mild excitement.

| think it is quite likely this
letter will reach you before the one
that went ashore in the mail bag
this morning, as it is so much quicker
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from Marseilles.

I think quite a lot of people were
ill the first three days, for | seem to
see s0 many strange faces about the
deck, (accompanied by the usual sets of
arms legs, bodies etc). there will be quite
a number of passengers come aboard
at Marseilles.

To-day at dinner/<lunch> we were given
a ships®© newspaper. wireless news of
course, | am cutting out two items that
may interest you.

I hope Father has had nice
fine weather for his garden work, it
will be very exciting when the building
begins, | have not been able to think
of any more gadgets for the garage.

I am afraid this is a very
short letter, there is so little news,
| expect after Marseilles there will be
a Sports Committee & some sort of entertain-
-ment programme got up, at present
there is only the orchestra, piano, violin,
& cello, they play at mealtime & for
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a little while in the lounge this in the
morning. Several people have
brought gramophones that they play
on deck. it is rather disconcerting

if one happens to be just between
two playing different records at once!
There has been a notice put up that
no gramophones or musical instruments
are to be played between 2 & 4, so

| suppose some one’s afternoon nap
has been disturbed.

I hope there will be more
to tell you in my next letter, I will
be able to post another on board
at Port Said.

Love to you both,
Your affectionate daughter
Myrtle.



