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Cairo. May 2nd [1934]

Dear Mother. 

          Another thrill. – I have added 
still another mode of conveyance to my 
list. I have had my first flight. 
Yesterday. Professor Oliver took Amice 
& I by areoplanesic from Heliopolis to 
Alexandria & from there by car to 
Burg el Arab where he is having 
a house built in the Bedawin 
fortress, he retires this summer & 
is going to devote his time to studying 
the plant life that survives out in 
the desert there 

          The journey by air was about 130 miles 
& took about an hour. when we 
were half way we met armies of 
clouds coming in from the sea & 
went up 7000 ft to be above them. 
we returned in the evening in under 



BROOME LETTER 290 PAGE 2

the hour as the wind was with us 
but there were no clouds so we did 
not accendsic so high. I cannot tell 
you how much I enjoyed it. we 
flew over the delta, then over the 
desert, & over the salt lakes that 
are on the fringe of the coast. 

          then coming back by evening we 
saw all the lights of Cairo below 
us. the landing was very exciting. 
We had a glorious time at Burg el Arab. 
we went to lunch with Bramley Bey. 
he is rather a famous person here. 
he did a lot of work towards reorganising 
the Bedawin tribes who got scattered 
during the war, he has rebuilt the 
old Arab Fortress in the midevalsic {medieval} style 
& set up a court of justice there, found 
markets for their wool & various industries 
etc. His house is like a crusaderssic castle 
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with a great coat of arms painted on 
the outer gate, I shall have to try 
to describe it to you on my return 
as I find it impossible to write it 
all. I am feeling very tired. 
we were up at five yesterday, & did 
not get to bed until nearly midnight, 
& to-day I have been busy fixing of/up[?] 
things in Cairo. I find my boat 
leaves Friday 4th instead of the 5th

which does not leave much time. 
I am with Nancy now. she is 
better than she was but not as 
strong as she hoped to be. 

          she will be leaving Cairo about May 
22nd. 

          I got your letter from Cook/<ks>sic to-day 
you had timed it perfectly. 

          Too weary to write any more now. 
Nancy joins me in love to you both 
          Your affectionate daughter  
          Myrtle. 


