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Arabah.
March 20th 1934

Dear Mother.

I am enclosing two more
of Amice’s snaps of the puppies
also one she took in Joey of some
camel’s* behinds, | was driving &
had to creep up behind them & sieze®’
the first opportunity of getting past,
not too easy a job. you can see
Joey’s head lamp in the corner of
the picture.

I am contemplating a long camel
jaunt for my leave, | shall be on
my own, as Amice is still troubled
with that sprain in her leg which
makes long rides a doubtful pleasure
I am beginning to feel | need a little
change after five months steady slog —

When | was at Sheikh Sarbit’s village
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the omdah told me about an ancient

cave or room covered with heiroglyphs®'®

which is two days®® camel ride from

the village <into the desert> & there are legends of
burrieds’® treasure there protected by

jinns. like in the 40 theives®’®, he

suggested that | ought to go to see

it, <(the cave, not the treasure)> so, when Amice decided that
she did’nt’ feel like attempting the

jaunt we had planned to visit

the next oases to Kharga, & | did nt*"

think that would be very amusing

to do on my own, as it meant spending

two of the days in a train, | suddenly

thought of the Omdah’s suggestion

& as Amice is wittin willing to spare

Sardic to go with me | am seriously

considering it, it would take about

7 days in all (or perhaps 8.) | have

just written to Sheikh Sarbit to ask
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if he could reccom<m>end®® a guide & if
I could hire two camels from his

village, | shall take our two

riding camels from here, it will

be huge fun arranging it all, & all

the neccessary*' correspondence that has
to be done in Arabic

Sheikh Jed el Karim carried out
his threat, & came armed with a
huge sheet of paper covered with
verbs that he had written out for
me, | had a great time disciphering®'
it, he says quite cheerfully. they
are just a few for me to start with,
& he will do me lots more

strange things come under verbs.
a kitchen is a verb because it is a
form of the verb to cook, & the cook
& his cooking are also included in
verbs. one has to change any
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preconcieveds ideas of grammar that
one may have had.

I hope to tell you more of my plans
next week.

Lots of love to you & Father
& Pat.

Your affectionate

daughter

Myrtle.



