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Dear Mother

I am so glad to hear that
Father’s chill is better. | expect
by the time this reaches you
you will have forgotten all about
it. To-day | finished my second
painting & tomorrow I start my
third. I have had a letter from
Amice to say she will not be here
before the New Year. | hardly
expected she would be here by
Xmas but of course we made all
preparations for her & every one
here is very dissappointed, Nannie
is in a real temper about it
We are going to postpone the
fantasia & the Xmas tree until she

Arabah
Dec 22nd 1933,
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comes, but the men will have their
Xmas feast on the night of the 251
as the animals were bought last
market day.

Sheikh Jed-el Karim came
into the temple today with a party
of masters from a neighbouring
village, he was very impressed by
my diltigence because he discovered
me sitting down after lunch studying
my Arabic lesson book. My painting
filled him with amazement,
I think he was very puffed up
with pride at having a friendly
conversation with me in front of
the visiting masters. They cant®'
make out the painting at all,
I think they think there is something
magical about it. they peer at
it & at the wall & say. “But it is
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exactly the same as the wall,

there are all the cracks & holes

& it is not flat like a piece of
paper.” the relief puzzles them

they dont*' realize that the effect of
light & shade gives it. they think

| have actually moddled®® {moulded/modelled[?]} the paper
| was glad the picture was so near
completion when they came, | only
had to look it over & make sure
everything was clean & sharp.

Sheikh Jed-el Karim is a very
merry man. he has a round face
rather dark complexion & very black
twinkling eyes & a perpetual
smile, he reminds me of a
robin he is so quick & perky
in all his movements, quite
the opposite to Sheikh Sarbit who
is more of the languid type, the
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only time I have ever seen him
hurry himself was when he was
late returning & thought there
might be afreets about.

Tell Pat | was very pleased with
her letter & card & will write to
her soon.

Love to you both
Your affectionate
daughter

Myrtle.

Thanks so much for calendars
& ribbon threader the latter is
exactly like the one th | have here
that Mahommed Kheir envied so



