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Arabah el Madfunah 

Feb 6th 1932. 
 
Dear Father. 
 
          The L.H.J. arrived yesterday with the 
drawing of the garage, I was very excited when 
I discovered it, I suppose Mr Anderson’s apprentice 
drew it, it is very good, I will keep it carefully 
& bring it back in my luggage. I also found 
Mr Ryders’ card, I recognised it at once. 
 
          I am sending you another little piece 
of Coptic weaving that I picked up in the desert. 
it is evidently a fragment of a garment with a 
pattern, the dyes must have been very good 
to have lasted so long, & it is interesting to see how 
the design was woven in. the best way to preserve 
<the bit with the pattern> it, would be to damp it so that it will lie flat 
& then place it between two pieces of glass & gum 
paper round the edges. if it is left unprotected 
in a damp climate it will probably fall to pieces 
 
          We are nearly at the end of Ramadan, 
on Monday we visit all our friends in the village 
to wish them a Happy Feast. they are all 
making great preparations for it. Abdullah is 
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quite off his head with excitement, he brought 
us the water jug instead of the coffee pot at 
breakfast & got such a fit of giggles at his 
mistake that he had to go outside to recover. 
 
          Our cat has been on the razzle dazzle 
& appeared at supper tonight with a very 
scratched nose & a dirty face. we wonder if 
it was his lady love or a rival who did the 
damage. 
 
          The night scented stock likes the 
desert air, there is a regular forest of it, the 
blooms are much larger than I have seen 
in England & it is as high again. & smells 
gloriously. Nannie is so pleased with it. 
 
          Lots of love to you both 
          your affectionately 
          daughter 
          Myrtle 


