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Beaumont House
Jerusalem.
[probably 6 May 1935]

Dear Mother.

I am hard at work with the
job in the museum. Starkey came
in to-day & was very pleased with
results so far. | have a table
set apart for my own use & there is
a guard handy to fetch & carry for
me. | work from 7-30 — to 4-30
going back for lunch at 1 o’clock
then in the evening | go for a walk.
This evening | went to see the Damascus
Gate, it is even more impressive than
the Jaffa Gate.

One sees the strangest people here
I noticed some black robed men with
wide brimmed hats with long fur round
the edge of the brim. they wore their hair
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cut very short except for two locks

in front which hang in long corkscrew
curls, one on each side of their faces

I learnt on enquiry that they are the
Orthodox Jews.

There are many arabs®°. they wear
the picturesque flowing head-dress
bound round with a coil of rope.
some of the women wear very gay
embroidery.

There are sheep & goats all over the
place, the leader of a flock wears
a tinkling bell, often the shephard®
with them will be carrying a young
lamb or kid under his arm.

This is a very archeoligical*
pension. The Petries stay here
also D" Nelson from Chicago house
& several others that | know — so | feel
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quite at home.

Last night we heard the church
service from one of the English Cathedrals
& to-day the Jubilee service, one can
hardly believe one is really in Jerusalem
the wireless was very clear & one could
hear every word.

There was a procession here, | was
too busy to go to see it, but I heard
the bands in the distance & the
areoplanes®' over head.

| intended to ask you if you would
save any good pictures of the Jubilee
for me so that | can send them
to Sheikh Jed-el-Karim he was
so pleased with the postcards you
sent, | gave them to him to show
to the school children. he asked
me to send you his greetings when
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he said good-bye to me.

I hope in my next letter to tell you
what boat | shall return by I expect
to hear from Cooks®® by the 10 of this
month.

May 74 —

I have been shopping.!
I have bought a frock of black
Damascus silk embroidered in red
& other gay colours & a cloak to
match. also embroidered.

| tried to get you a frock as well
but they are all too large so | am
having one specially made for
you | had to guess the size so I hope
it will be all right, it is to be in
thick black Damascus silk &
heavily embroidered, most of the
design will be in white but there
will be a sprinkling of bright coloured
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flowers to please Father. it will be
a frock you can wear for afternoons
& would be suitable for an evening
dress also, of course it has long
sleeves & it can be worn open or
closed at the neck, I do not know

if they will be able to have it finished
before | leave here, but in any case
they will post it straight to you.

if 1 took it with me | should have

to pay heavy duty to take it into
Egypt as well as the duty into
England. of course you will have

to pay the customs before the parcel
is delivered to you but I can repay
you when | return, | do hope you
will like it & I shall enjoy seeing
you wear it & | know Father will
approve.
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Your letter of Easter Sunday has
been forwarded on to me here
I am so glad Beatrice is getting on
so well, I am sure it is much
more comfortable for you to have
some one living in the house
daily help is’nt¥® the same at all
I wonder what Mrs Childs is doing
now. | do feel so sorry for her

I have just had a letter from
St James’s Palace thanking me
for the guinea I sent to King George’s
Jubilee Trust. fancy, they put a
2% stamp on it for Egypt,
I should have thought the royal
secretaries woelti<ul>d would have
known better than that.

| painted a prehistoric pottery figure

to-day. I will draw you a picture
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of him.
[R]

Aints he a dink!

Love to you & Father & Pat.

Your affectionate daughter
Myrtle.



