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Left London by

11.0, reached Calais in a hard
frost; snow all over France,

& on to Bale by next morning.

On getting through the St Gothard
found 8 inches of snow all over

N. Italy, & even down to Bologna
there was 5 or 6 inches. We reached
Milan on the 20", & on to Bologna
on 21%. There Miss Eckenstein
joined us: and we spent a day

at the Museum, &c. Left on 22

& had a night in the train, to
Brindisi by the 23", The sleeping
car mail train due that night was
running in two parts being so
heavy; the first with passengers
(Express) got through; but a fall on
the line blocked the other part

& the mails had to go over the
Apennines & by Florence Rome &
Naples, & so did not come on till

8 hours late. Happily our train
before was not delayed, or we
could not have caught the boat.

[Page also numbered 9.]

Nov 19. 1902.
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We left Brindisi early on Monday, &
reached Port Said in 50 hours,
after a very smooth passage.

Thence up to Cairo by evening of
26",

On the 27" went to the new Museum,
which is the worst building I ever
saw made for such a purpose.

Half of it is too dark to use

at all; & much of it is scorched

with sun through enormous sky-
lights. The scale of it is far too
large, & dwarfs all the largest
statues, making imposing figures
look like dolls. And the style is
incongruous great circles & ellipses.
Nearly half the site is wasted in
spaces left to display the
abominable architecture; & if

ever there was a case this is

one for Ray Lankester’s dictum
“Begin by hanging the eminent
architect”.

[Page also numbered 9a.]
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Maspero was very cordial, &
agrees to our having an
excellent position at Saqqara
for next year.

At the dealers I bought cylinder

of a new king Ra hotep ka [ | ]
XIII-XIV dynasty: and at Abydos

I bought a scarab of a new king
Uah-ab [ ] ], & a cylinder of

a[ ® ] “Priest of Za Za, Ahu”
probably II or IIT™ dynasty. I also got
some fine scarabs, & a quantity of
small things.

Weigall came down to Cairo, having

put our rooms into tolerable order

at Abydos with Currelly. <Some of> Our
boxes have gone fusty & some

quite rotten with the damp of

the cave where they went <were> stored
at Reisner’s camp. But the losses

are not serious altogether.

We went up by night train &
reached Arabeh on the 29", There
we had to straighten out & unpack

[Page also numbered 9b.]
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The afternoon we arrived I put
some men on temporarily behind
our house, & they soon found

a box full of bronze figures

of Osiris & Isis, about 30 fine
ones, 40 lesser, & about 600 little
rough figures.

We have not/<w> got work in

full train. Currelly is on the
cemetery of XII dynasty, practising
with his men for the great king’s
tombs at South Place. There has
been one fine tomb with amethyst
necklaces, &c. Ayrton is on the
early fort, which has been nearly
all done by Mariette; but some
good things have come from it,

& we shall get a complete plan.
Outside it is the lowest foot or two
of an immense tomb of the end

of the 1% dynasty, by a stele found
in it like those of Den & Mersekha.

[Page also numbered 9c.]
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This we are hoping to clear

up, & find tomb pits in it.
Rawnsley is on the Osiris temple,
& I am mostly there, looking

after clearing that site. Some

more deposits of Tahutmes I were
found; a lintel of Usertesen I
reused; the head & chest of an
XVII™ dyn? king in quartzite,
noseless, but in tolerable state,
about life size; some good 1*

dyn. flint knives. Stannus is

on the planning of the temple, at
which I often help him. Miss
Murray is on Coptic graffiti at
Sety’s temple, while digging is going
on to find the end of the inscribed
tomb near that. Hilda is looking
after the workmen there. Miss
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Eckenstein is storekeeper of the
antiquities, stowing & labelling
them. Miss Hansard #s/<h>as
begun drawing such things as
will not photograph.

So we are all busy, my time

being pretty full with helping

& starting everyone else all

round, soothing the feelings of
Copts about working near their
cemetery, clearing the well &
putting in a tube pump, store-
keeping, account keeping, & being
general referee.

We have started having two
orderlies in rotation week by
week, who are to attend to the
general camp duties; & the
efficient ones take off a good

[Page also numbered 10a.]
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deal of routine from Hilda &
myself.

We have about 170 men & boys
from Qutft, & about 70 local boys,
the largest number that we

have ever had going, & 1

expect to have 50 or 100 more
locals before long.

I have bought some interesting

things. A scribe’s palette with ink
writing dated to king Mery ra, VI dyn,
the only palette known to be so early.
A large breccia vase [ | ] of the
prehistoric. A piece of alabaster of
Osorkon. Half of an altar of Pinezem II.
A long flint arrow. And some rare
bronze gods.

There has been scarcely any cholera
here, only about 70 in all. At Quft
it was bad 250 dying; but not one
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of our men or of Reisner’s was
attacked; reason why — the#/<y> are
intelligent & have been trained to

be careful. Evidently the least

care about water & food is enough.
Wherever the water supply was good
there has been no cholera.

Please remember that this is not public news,
and please forward within 1 day of receiving,
to
1. Urlin (Dec. 26 rec? by Paters[?]
sent on by Urlin)
2. W. Petrie Esq. 30 Crescent R¢ Bromley
3. Miss Griffith. Riversvale. Aston-u-Lyne.
4. Miss Orme. Angmering Rectory. Worthing
5. Mrs Hope Pinker. Sussex Bell. Haslemere
6. Miss Brooke 11 Herbert S* Dublin
7. D" J. H. Walker 55 Fitzroy RY Regents
Park. N.W.
8. Mrs Rowe 16 Glo’ster Crescent. Regents P.
9 Jesse Haworth Esq. J. P. Bowdon
Altrincham
10 F. C. J. Spurrell Esq Bessingham.
R910.1.3 sent 10.1.3  Aldborough. Norwich
11 A. L. Lewis Esq
54 Highbury Hill. N.

Dear Maud, Kindly post the stamped p.c. & forward
the other one to Mama, with this journal, who will
post it on.

A Happy Xmas to you all!

[The lower half of page 8 is by Hilda Petrie.]
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I do not seem to have written any journal
home this year, only a few long letters to
private individuals, so I send a little
information now, although we are very
soon returning home, for the season’s
work will have to draw to a close in

a few weeks now.

It is our 4% year at Abydos, and

our 2™ in the present huts, for now

that we are digging up the Osiris-temple
area, these two years, we have been
living on the sloping side of the wady
which leads up to the Royal Tombs,
about 2 mile back in the desert.

We turn our backs on the tombs,

and the amphitheatre of hills, but our
courtyard is on such a steep slope,
that we see them over our low roofs,
and we face, northward, low rolling
cemetery, XII-XVIII dyn. and the two

[Pages 9 to 21 are by Hilda Petrie.]

[Page also numbered 11.]

i

Abydos

Mar 22. 1903
Private.
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old brick forts, the Shiineh and the

Deir, efwhieh the former of which turns
out to be a palace of the II™ dynasty,

<&> probably that of King Kha-sekhemui,
as a large number of his sealings were
found there. One or two sealings of new
kings have come from it, and-quantities
ot thisking-and-ef Perabsem and one is of
a high priest of Heliopolis. The palace
had about a dozen chambers, and the
great outer enclosure-wall safe guarded
the inner buildings, while the entrance
was protected by running laterally for
some distance. Another such palace <with sealings of Perabsem> was
discovered near by, and its ground-plan
traced, and the Coptic Deir is most
probably a third. The enclosure of

the Shiineh had been used miscellaneously
for a burial-place in the XVIII® dynasty,
and we got a few interments, (one with
choice Graeco-Phoenician figure-pottery,)
and a quantity of late ibis-burials in

large pots. Mr Ayrton superintended the
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digging of the Shuneh, & has drawn its sealings,
and since moved on to the Temple area.

He had a lame ankle for some weeks,
from the fall of a stone, but is now active
on his work again, & no longer drawing
indoors. He had been plan-drawing &
skull-measuring, among other things, and
promises well in work.

The work in the great temple-area

has been on a colossal scale. A large body

of our Qufti workmen have been digging

deep pits in the mud, generally down to water,
and swarms of local basket-boys, taken on
from neighbouring villages, have been running
across long tip-heaps of their own making, &
shooting their rubbish into the worked-out
ground below. The whole area is a mass of
narrow walls & pillars of hard mud between
pits, 15 feet deep, and as one jumps

over the tops of all this, & clambers in
between, one sees on the low levels, jambs

[Page also numbered 11b.]

Osiris-Temple.
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of gateways, stone thresholds, columned
halls, (only the bases still standing, ) rude
flights of steps, & bases of weathered and
rotted steles, 11T IV and VI dynasties.

Then comes a re-use of the area under

the XI dynasty, large fragments of XII™

& XIIE, <such as> lintels, portions of colossi, etc

and, high in the air, almost undermined

by this season’s excavation, the great

limestone area of XVIII2 dyn. temples, &

higher still XXVI® — fresh halls of

columns, & passages, & pavements, &

enclosure-walls. The whole looks a

scene of inextricable confusion, but

Flinders seems to know by heart about

twenty different levels of the entire area,

and has been determining, day after day,

mud-walls almost indistinguishable from

the mud around them, and making plans

of the various levels. The principal finds

have been early ivories & glazes (1% dyn.)

foundation deposits (VI, XII, & XVIII) & seated statues
(XVIII, XIX.)
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We have not had many visitors lately, and
as several of our party have left us, we
are only a few in number, and the place
seems very quiet at this latter end of the
season. Visitors when they do turn up
only spend 'z hour or an hour, and are
not frequent enough to be a serious
interruption now, but earlier on the
season, we should have been glad to be
spared some; we are not prepared to lay
ourselves out for them in general.

Several Egyptologists have passed this
way during the winter, and we have had
Sayce (2°°) Maspero, Spiegelberg, Grenfell
Golenischeff, and von Bissing.

Our last few tourists have been a M*
Digby M.P. and Mr Lionel Phillips who
paid the cost of the Forum excavations.

The Serdar <G.eneral> came round all our diggings
last week, Sir Reginal Talbot, a fine

sort of man. Also Mr T. Davies from Luxor

who told us of the new excavations in the Tombs
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of the Kings; they appear to have found the tombs
of Thothmes IV and of Hapshepsut herself.

From the former comes a complete chariot
of most delicate workmanship; the body of it is
of woodwork covered with a coating of stucco,
on which a quantity of scenes are designed in
low relief, representing, I believe it was said,
the Syrian campaigns of the king. Two

shirts of a minutely-cut network of soft
glove-like leather belong to the same series
of finds. The tomb of Hapshepsut seems

to have long since been among the known
and numbered tombs, but no-one had
recognised it as hers, or dug it properly.

It runs to 200 or 300 ft at present, and

will take some time to finish. It is just

where Flinders expected to find it when he
applied for the site 7 or 8 years ago; it

lies in the axis of the temple of Deir el

Babhri and behind it. There seems to have
been foundation deposits buried outside the
entrance-chamber, unknown before in the
case of rock-tombs. These include, as usual,
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small alabaster vases inscribed with cartouches
but very carefully & delicately made & inscribed.

Egyptian Research Account.

Last year,

Flinders noticed a slight hollow in the ground
running along for some hundreds of feet in

a N to S direction, in the area which we

then found to be the temenos of the Temple
of Sety. This was partially dug, and

led at several points to a stone-lined

passage <l 2 metres wide> built into a deeply cut trench
10 ¥ metres wide, the face of it stuccoed over
and painted with hieroglyphic text. A

white limestone doorway was found in

one part, with cartouches erased on it.

This year, we began the season, by

sinking pits at intervals, to discover

its continuation & if possible its southern
limit. Miss Murray came out to copy

the texts, and I took up the direction &
management, & account-keeping of the work
-men. At several points we came on the
inscribed walls, this time incised, and

have spent most of the season in opening
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out a small square chamber, whose 4

walls are covered with scenes of rows of
people doing gymnastics or at least going
into very uncomfortable attitudes, and

lying on serpents on couches, carrying a
rope in their hands, & sitting in mid-air

with twists of serpents beneath them, (as

in the Tomb of Sety, at Thebes.) Miss
Murray recognises the 11% hour, Book

of Am Duat, and we appear to have texts
from the Book of Osiris also. The small
chamber was formerly roofed by a low pitched
stone roof — all the stone roofing throughout
has been carried away for material; and

it has a doorway leading north into a

large and impressive hall, which we have

in great part excavated, but the northern

end of it still remains to finish. This

hall has on either side of the doorway
(south wall) some columns of inscription;
the east wall is left rough & unevenly

lined, it never appears to have been finished.
A huge square doorway, whose lintel remains,

[Page also numbered 12c.]
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leads from it into a passage running east,
the lintel is part of a long piece of
roofing, now gone, covered with stucco
and painted with Am Duat inscription.

The jambs of the doorway have incised
on them figures of Khnum & other animal
-headed gods, cynocephalus in shrine, etc.

The northern wall we have not yet
reached. The west wall of the hall is

a long expanse of columns of titles of
Osiris, in 3 registers, surmounted by

a painted frieze of Khaker ornament,

in red yellow and green. At the two

sides it develops into scenes, incised.
The southern one represents Horus
standing making offerings to Osiris seated
on a throne. The northern one has a
piled-up table of offerings and an incense
burner held out, & presumably we shall
get a figure of the king offering incense.

Flinders is taking photographs of the
whole of this wall, and the rest of the
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hall is being copied in drawing, either
facsimile or in hand-copy according to

its importance. The whole of the chamber
has been copied full size by Miss

Murray & Miss Hansard, and the

scenes will all be lithographed down.

This place is altogether too large

for us to cope with in a single season,
and seems to have been the great
building which so impressed Strabo.

We have probably got the most important
part of it however in the above mentioned
hall of Osiris.

I do not think there is much news to

give, beyond this short description of each
of the excavations. My husband has

been mainly occupied all the season

down in the Osiris-temple, in interpreting
the temple area. His spare time has been
put into photographing all the objects,
plan-drawing, and drawing pots. The

[Page also numbered 13a.]
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gangs of workmen and their accounts have
been split up into groups, & run
separately this year, Ayrton & Rawnsley
taking the Temple of course, and Miss
Murray & I the Temenos place. [ have
been out to the Temenos twice daily

all the season, except when ill, and

have not done the inscription-copying

<or plans> as usual, but only drawn the flints.

Miss Hansard has done nearly all

the drawing this year. Miss Eckenstein
has been in charge of the antikas,
marking, mending, cleaning, & storing
them daily, & also copying Greek
graffiti in the Sety temple, and helping
me a great deal in the camp. Currelly
first, and mainly Miss Murray, acted as
doctors and have done innumerable
daily prescribing, dosing, bandaging etc.
We have had a great deal of illness, of

[Page also numbered 13b.]
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It is not worth while to write to us out

here, as we shall very likely be leaving

in a week, or not much more. So

please address to 8 Well Road <Hampstead>, after
this, as we expect to get home somewhere

about April 20%

Please send on the above within one
day after receiving it

Please forward to

Mrs Hope Pinker. Haslemere. Surrey.
Miss Orme. Angmering Rectory. Worthing.
Mrs Day Rustington Vicarage. Worthing
F. L1. Griffith. <Esg>. Riversvale. Ashton-under-Lyne
or Miss Griffith
Mrs Haworth Woodside. Bowdon. Altrincham
W. Petrie Esq. 30 Crescent RY Bromley
Kent
Mrs Peters 29 Hawarden Grove. Herne Hill
SE.
The family if at home, or else to
Miss Harvey Moushill, Milford, Godalming
D'. J. H. Walker. 55 Fitzroy Road, Regents
Park. NW.

r. Ap 23 F. C. J. Spurrell Esq Bessingham. Aldborough.

s. Ap 23 Norwich
A. L. Lewis Esq 54 Highbury Hill. N.

<end>
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