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Arabah
March 712 [1933]

Dear Mother.

We have a raven. he is called

nuhay which is Arabic for raven.
One of our Soudanis caught him &
brought him into the temple with

his poor legs & wings all tied with
rope. we were very angry. & did

our best to untie him without hurting
him & set him free in one of the
open rooms in the temple, he was
quite paralized®'® with terror & just
flopped in a corner panting, so we
left water within reach & les/<f>t him
to recover, when we looked at him
later on we found him hopping about
but, unable to fly although his wings
seemed uninjured. so we took him
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back to the house & left him loose in
the out house where all our ladders
scaffolds etc are stored during the
summer, it is empty now except for
some packing cases & shavings, we
are hoping he may recover the use
of his wings, we feed him on scraps
of meat etc & he has an excellent
appetite, he does not seem to mind
Amice & | picking him up, & he will
sit on my lap like Tucker did & let
me scratch his head. but he is
frightened if he sees any of the men.
& yesterday. | took him outside

& put him down to see if he would
try to fly. but he ran straight

back into the out house.

He is such a beauty & has an enormous

beak. he pecked Amice’s nose when
she picked him up in the temple.
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he was quite all right until he

saw the men, & then he struggled &
pecked, so we put him in a box to

take to the house. he has’nt*'® attempted
to peck since, as we do not let the

men come into the out house

He must have had something the
matter with his wings when the
Soudani caught him, as he said
he was “standing on the ground”
it seems as if he gets cramp or
something. he can flap them
but cannot rise up, | do hope
he will get all right as we will not
know what to do with him when
we leave.

I am now busy writing the
story of Osiris & Isis in Arabic. I do
not know what the schoolmaster will
make of it. He was very interested
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in the story of Queen Eleanor. If you
can get a postcard of the cross at
Charing Cross or any of the crosses will
you send it to me to show him

he will be leaving for his holidays

the end of this month but I could

post it to him when | send a lesson

to be corrected

| forgot to say Amice still has a nose.
it bled a little after it was pecked,
& we dabbed iodine on so she looked
funny that evening but next day
there was hardly anything to show.

Love to you both from
both of us.

Your affectionate
daughter

Myrtle.



