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this morning. The wind v[e]ry 
high: about 1 Oclock passing 
Gebel.Aboofayda. a v[e]ry dan 
-gerous part of the river 
and many accidents often 
happen. the sudden gust 
of wind was so voleint [violent] 
that we were driven into 
a bank. with a bang. but 
no damage done. 
 
we were not the only ones 
who was driven in by the 
wind for by 4 Oclock there 
was a small fleet of Dabeh\hieh/ 
and Cargo boats. Miss Urqu 
-hart managed to get a little 
walk before dark. The Guests 
went out shooting. not a 
house of any kind to be 
seen 
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Sunday 28th 
 
Contrary wind in the Morning 
droped in the afternoon 
sailors draged to the other 
side of the Nile. v[e]ry hard 
work for them. Moored for 
a few hours went ashore 
& had a walk in the sugar 
plantation & on the sand 
saw a few wild Arabs. 
! 
 
Monday 29th 

 
Capital wind to day, going 
like an express train. 
reached Assoot about 4 PM 
went ashore for a good 
Walk very pretty & interesting 
place. Town about 2 miles 
from the river. very hot 
day. 
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Tuesday 30th Assoot 
 
We all started off on donkeys 
such fun for Miss Urqu 
-hart had never been on one 
before; and she had to 
ride Arab fashion as she 
had not a ladies saddle 
two of the sailors had to hold 
her on. we went to see 
some old Tombs which had 
all been excavated. and 
nothing much to be seen 
but human bones lying 
about. we got a splendid 
View of the Libyan 
Desert toward the East 
and on the West side 
one gets a fine few [view] of 
the Town of Assoot. and 
the Green plains extending 
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for miles. the different 
coloured greens are so bright 
and dazzling & bright & 
here & there is a Mud 
Village to be seen which 
Dean Stanley say looks 
like the Marks of a soiled 
foot on a rich carpet 
On descending the Hill we 
met a funeral it looked 
that like that of a Child 
it was covered up in some 
-thing white & layed laid 
on a bier. they do not have 
coffins in Egypt. some 
old Men were walking 
in front howling most 
dreadfully, the Women 
behind not much better 
the former are paid to 
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do so.. passed by the cemetery 
which looked in a v[e]ry 
untidy state. went to the 
Bazaar at Assoot bought 
some Pottery. and back to 
lunch[e]on. left in the 
ev[eni]ng and moored a few 
Miles up the river. fine 
night 
 
Wednesday 31st No wind sailor 
towing all day. scenery very 
pretty a continuation of 
high rocks on one side 
of the river & on the other 
one occasionally gets a charming \view/ 
of Liyb Libyan desert.  
and clusters of Noble Palms 
at every Village 
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1874 
Janry 1st Thursday. 
 
To day being New Years day 
Mr Talhamy had our boat 
pretty decorated with palm 
it looks like a fairy bower 
and he is very smartly 
dressed in honour of the 
day: passed several Antique 
and interesting looking 
places. Moored at sun set 
charming warm(?) night 
dancing on deck. 
 
Friday 2nd 

 
Fair wind sailed all day 
passed Girgeh and Balli\a/neh 
where the boats moor to 
see the Temple of Abydus 
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which is 6 Miles from there 
& which we shall visit on 
our return 
 
Saturday 3rd Passed some very 
high rocks. and the scenery 
altogether lovely, Mr Talhamy 
spe stoped at a small Village 
and bought some Fowels [Flowers] 
very calm day. 
 
Sunday 4th Farshooot 
 
Morning Service at 11 Oclock 
in the Saloon. very calm 
day not sailed far. Mr T 
fell in the water: The 
Bagstones Near us. Mr 
Mac Callum & Miss Renshaw 
bought some small lamps 
 
 



J. LANE MSS 1 – Jenny Lane Journal 1 (4 September 1873 to 24 March 1874) 

108 
 

 

 
of the Arabs. Miss Urquhart 
& I went ashore for a long 
walk; hot day: 
 
Monday 5th No wind Sailors 
towed all day. scenery 
charming surrounded with 
the Doom palm trees. 
 
Tuesday 6th Went ashore at 3 
P.M. to see the Temple of 
Dendarah. about 3 Mile from 
the river, could not get 
Donkeys. had a beautiful 
walk through corn field 
Temple v[e]ry beautiful and 
well preserved; the walls 
are covered with gods & d 
goddisses & offering being 
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brought to the King; all the 
rooms are v[e]ry dark. We 
so that all of us grope 
along with a candle. 
 
Coming out from the temple 
we found that we had 
stayed too long & it was 
already getting dark. Mr Mac 
Callum had his whip to keep 
the dogs & Arabs off & Mr 
T. his Gun: and several 
sailors with stick. The 
darkness came upon us 
almost directly and we 
walk on & on: but could 
find no boats & no river 
we had missed our way 
& got into the desert. 
what to do next was a 
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suond [sound] consideration. The 
Sailors shouted Mr T fired 
his Gun & then came 
a dead silence excepting the 
barking of a dog in the 
distance; shortly after firing 
& shouting again with all 
their might. still every 
thing was as quiet as the 
Tombs. We began to think 
we must remain here all 
night for to walk further 
would be dangerous, but 
after a little while which 
to me seems ages. we 
fancied we heard sounds 
at a distance. again 
we fired: and it was 
answered by our sailors 
& Captain 
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who were all out in search 
of us: with lanterns 
I cannot tell any one how 
thankful I was when we 
reached the boat which 
was about 8.30. we had 
our dinner & glad to get 
to bed. 
 
Wednesday 7th Good wind 
Washed this Morning. reached 
Neqàdeh about 5 PM a 
lov[e]ly picturesque little 
Village: one of the Natives 
a charming old Gentleman 
came on board & brought 
some Green figs & folwers 
flowers. he had a pipe 
& some coffee & when he 
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went away shook & kissed 
one hand. I much prefered 
\it/ there than on my face. 
 
\Staying here/ A small Dahabeah with 
a Mr & Mrs Enwin on 
board just Married so 
on their wedding tour 
Mr Talhamy call her the 
refreshing wife. The wind 
droped about 6 so had 
to Moor for the night 
Sailors bought new shawls 
here; and sung in the 
Evening 
 
Thursday 8th A lovely day 
but no wind. Sailors 
towing. and a good days 
work we can only get 8 
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Miles. rather slow work 
Ironed to day. To night 
is a good wind and we 
are going to sail all night 
 
Friday 9th Sailed all night & 
arrived at Thebes at 12 A.M. 
had a most exciting Morning 
the boat looked very gay. 
decorated with palm branche[s] 
 
Ladies went on donkeys to 
Karnak. plenty of Antique 
Merchants on board in the  
evening trying to sell their 
Gods & Scarabees. The Governor 
came in the Evening. Ev[e]ry 
body got letters but “poor me” 
very disappointed & unhappy 
in consequence. 
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Saturday 10th Thebes \Luxor/ 
 
Beautiful old place and 
very interesting; scenery 
delightful: crossed over to 
Thebes. in the Afternoon & 
had donkeys; rode to some 
of the Temples & the 2 large 
Colossals. returned at dusk 
wind too high for the boat 
to start till evening: sailed 
a few miles & moored on 
the other side of the river. 
 
Sunday 11th 

 
Lov[e]ly day but no wind: getting 
on slowly. scenery most Grand 
had Service in the Saloon 
at 11. A.M. at sun set we 
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Moored at Erment near a large 
sugar factory & two of the 
Gentlemen came on board 
about 10. One gave Mrs Eyre 
a ring. & sent us Turkey 
& Fruit 
 
Monday 12th Favorable wind reached 
Esneh about 5. P.M: passed 
the Fostat with 5 English 
Gentlemen on board. went 
on shore for a walk: saw 
the dancing Girls. “Fostat.’ 
arrived this Evening & moored 
& the Mansoorah with the 
refreshing wife. Sailors busy 
baking their bread. plenty of 
natives round the boat. with 
all kinds of things for sale 
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Tuesday 13th Esneh 
 
Went to see the old Temple 
which lies in the Middle 
of the Town and \in/ quite in 
a hole, in fact the houses 
have been built on the top 
only & larger rooms excavated 
columns very fine. went 
to the Bazaars very dirty as 
well as the people. and 
also saw an Eastern Jew. 
Mr Talhamy very busy buying 
things to last us while in 
Nubia: Miss Urquhart & 
self was highly entertained 
to day while at Lunch. the 
Native barber was on board 
& the Sailors was having a 
clean shave. a grand 
performance. for they do 
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the thing thoroughly. their 
head is as bare as ones 
hand excepting a little 
tail on the crown, which 
is preserved & plaited. 
that they believe will take 
them to heaven. their 
prophet will had them 
by it. scenery very lov[e]ly & very 
hot day 
 
Wednesday 14th Left Esneh this 
Morning: but no wind Sailors 
towing all day: nothing very 
particular occured: charming 
sun set. the banks of the 
river well cultivated. 
Sàkiyeh’s are very numerous 
here, it is a Machine worked 
by the Natives for irrigating 
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the ground; and worked 
night & day, it is along 
pole erected on two pieces 
of wood. one end is a 
lump of dry mud to make 
the balance. while the other 
end has a kind of pail 
made of skin; & large trenches 
are dug & there are generally 
2 or 3 ones above the other 
depends upon the height of 
the bank. and in this way 
the ground is kept watered 
the soil is v[e]ry rich from 
the yearly inundations 
Miss Renshaw bought an Eagle. 
 
Thursday 15th 
 
Washed & ironed “change up 
of work”. good wind sailed 
all day; and will do so all 
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night if the wind keeps favour 
-able. Mr Eyre shot a bird 
this Morning going to be stuffed 
11 oclock at night just going 
to bed. & still a good wind. 
& sailing v[e]ry fast. 
 
Friday 16th 

 
We sailed all night and this 
Morning had a race with the 
Fostat & Bagstones: the Philae 
beat: reaching Assuan about 
12. half an hour before the 
Fostat & the poor Bagstones got 
stuck on a sand bank & did 
not arrive for several hours 
the scenery round here is 
perfect: all wind ashore 
Mr T. busy getting the Cataract 
Men: Five boats staying here 
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quite a small fleet and 
all with the Union Jack flying 
Every body had letters again but 
me: I am doomed to disappoint 
-ment. “too bad”.. 
 
Saturday 17th 
 
Assuan is a very interesting 
place, most romantic scenery 
opposite us is the Elephantine 
Island at the end is the 
beginning of the Cataracts 
there is desert on each 
side of the river. but so 
unlike in colour the Libyan 
the beautiful deep yellow 
& the Arabian almost white 
Assuan abounds in Ostrich 
Feathers silver ornaments 
& the Madame Nubian 



J. LANE MSS 1 – Jenny Lane Journal 1 (4 September 1873 to 24 March 1874) 

121 
 

 

 
costume & all kinds of fancy 
baskets cushions & Monkeys 
Miss Edwards & Mr Eyre went 
out on Camels. the rest of 
us went in small boats 
& we commence the Cataract 
to Morrow Morning. 
 
Sunday 18th 
 
Morning Service in the Saloon 
started for the Cataract. about 
10 Oclock a most extraordinary 
Sight. we were able to sail 
nearly 2 miles. had a few 
Cataract Men on board; and 
near the foot of the first 
rapid. we were Met by about 
250 Arabs waiting to drag 
us through. some of them 
came swimming down to 
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& coming on board quite 
Naked: there was a deal 
of shouting & talking before 
we started. the Sun was 
as hot as the hotest day 
in England: ropes were 
fastened to the boat & then 
hauled up by those men. 
it was the most exciting 
day we had had on the 
Nile the scenery is different 
& the people much darker 
tells us at once we are getting 
into the land of the Ethiopians 
I should think these creatures 
draged us about 1½ mile. we 
Moored by the side of a rock 
at 6. “don’t know the name 
” don’t “think it has one”. 
Miss Urquhart & Mrs Eyre 
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& self went for a ramble over 
the rocks till dinner time 
Arabs are gone. but not a 
house to be seen. & nothing 
to be heard but the rushing 
of the water. this ends 
the first days excitement 
 
Monday 19th 
 
Left this Morning at 11 Men a 
long time in starting. 
 
Miss Renshaws Eagle escaped 
& settled on a rock, was 
caught again by an Arab 
we moored about 5.30.. 
 
I went to the kitchen and 
in the evening and made 
Toffe[e] for the Sailors. The 
Ladies & Mr MacCallum 
went on board the 
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Bagstones after dinner 
v[e]ry fine day 
 
Tuesday 20th Started this Morn[in]g 
about the same time. getting 
on slowly passed the great 
rapid at 4 P.M. in going 
through one of the ropes broke 
& might have been a serious 
accident we were turned 
quite round by the stream 
Ladies & Gentleman were all 
ashore & Mr Talhamy went 
to Assuan with letters 
at 6. safe through the Cataract 
& moored at Manhatta 
Mr T fell in the water as 
he was coming on board. 
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Wednesday 21st 
 
Not much wind reached 
Philae at 12.30. Moored 
close to Island to see the 
Temple. passed 2 Dahebeah 
coming down from 2nd Cataract. 
 
The Island of Philae is 
quite un[in]habited not a house 
on the place just a few 
Palm trees scattered about 
the Temple is an immense 
size & the colours of some 
quite perfect. We went on 
the top of the Prop[y]lon 
& had a Magnificent 
View of the Country round 
& commenced digging to 
find Antiques but unsuccess 
full beautiful night & a 
v[e]ry quiet spot. 
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Thursday 22nd 
 
Contrary winds had to Moor 
about 4 Miles from Philae 
Natives came swarming round 
the boat with beads & odd 
things for sale smelling 
horribly of Castor oil of 
which they use for their 
hair. in no small quantity 
we all felt the heat v[e]ry Much 
to day glass 82 in the shade 
all went a shore for a 
strole [stroll] the Libyan desert 
looking like Mountains of 
Gold. 
 
Friday 23rd 

 
Good wind this Morning started 
very early & came about 
60 Miles overtaken another 
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boat. “The Alice”. with 4 
Gentlemen on board and 
2 Valets. one came over 
in the Simla with us. 
a pretty place where we 
Moored not so hot to day 
Sir James Cathonen(?) Vatel [Valet] 
came to see us in the 
Evening. 
 
Saturday 24th 
 
Wind droped Moored at 2 
Ladies & Gentlemen went 
out in the Felookah (the 
small boat) Miss Urquhart 
& I went climbing the rocks 
Met Sir James C. Vatel [Valet], he 
gave us each a God. and 
some Henna. a powder 
the Natives stain their 
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nails with, it turns them 
red. the Henna tree grows 
in India and I believe 
the leaf is taken for the 
powder. the Gum Arabic 
Tree abounds here; saw 
the carcass of a Camel on 
the desert. The cultivated 
Land is becoming much 
narrower & in some places 
the desert almost reaches 
the water. v[e]ry calm night 
 
Sunday 25th 
 
Wind in our favour able 
to sail passed some v[e]ry 
high Mountains in the 
Afternoon we passed close 
by the Bagstones. Mr Talhamy 
threw a cake on board to 
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the Ladies. had service 
this Morning in the Saloon 
sat on deck \nearly/ all day. 
getting v[e]ry hot. 
 
Monday 276th Reached Korosko 
about 4 Oclock & went ashore 
for a good stretch “Met 
Sir James C. Valet. also Met 
Mr Talhamy with letters: again 
ev[e]ry body some but poor me 
I feel I could cry; so many 
Miles from, & ev[e]ry day going 
farther. Had a Note from 
Mrs Mac Callum Maid 
Moored just beyond the 
Village under a high 
bank. beautiful night 
Sailors sung & played 
all love Song but we dont 
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understand them. 
 
Tuesday 27th 
 
No Wind Towing all day 
Mr Barclays boat passed 
with 3 or 4 large Crocodiles 
on board. 4 boats Moored 
near us. Bagstones Fostet [Fostat] 
Alice & Manzsoorah [Mansoorah]. fine 
star light night. 
 
Wednesday 28th 
 
Went ashore in the Afternoon 
to see a small Temple on 
the desert a short distance 
from called the Temple of 
Armâda some part of it 
dedicated to Ramses the 
2nd and other ruins some 
rooms we had to crawl 
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in on our hands & knees 
started again as soon as 
we came on board passed 
3 boats returning from 2nd 
Cataract Moored about 3 
Miles up the river; one 
sailor had a sheep killed 
the only time they get Meat 
I is when it is given to 
them by the party on the 
boat this is is the second 
since we left Cairo 
 
Thursday 29th Crossed over to 
Derr. Muched Much amused 
with the Nubian Women 
who came round the boat 
some looking v[e]ry like 
savages. Mr Mac Callum 
tryed to get one on board 
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to sketch her: but she would 
not; they have a great 
dislike to being sketched 
The ladies went ashore 
Miss Renshaw bought a 
Nose ring from one of 
the women. started again 
at 1 Ock. one of the sailors 
had sun stroke. washed 
& ironed 
 
Friday 30th Favourable wind 
Eagle escaped this Afternoon 
flew to the desert stoped 
boat Mr Mac Callum and  
Mr Talhamy went with their 
Guns to try & get it: could 
not get it only by shooting 
to wound it. brought 
it back with a broken 
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wing. When we Moored 
sent on the Alice for the 
Doctor who was traveling with 
Sir James C. to come & set 
it. & he refused. Much 
to the Ladies disgust. 
Ladies & Mr Mac Callum 
dined on Bagstones. their 
man servant appeared in 
the Evening in an Arab 
dress. & danced the Native 
dance much to the delight 
of all the Ladies. beautiful 
Moon light night Miss 
Urquhart & self went for 
a Moonlight stole [stroll] with 
Mr Sir James C. Valet. 
Sailor better 
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Saturday 31st 
 
Beautiful \day/ Wind in our 
favour sailed about 40 
Miles. very high mountains 
in the distance scenery 
enchanting. reached Aboo 
Simbol at 10 P.M splendid 
Moonlight night so that 
we could get a good View 
of the Colossals as we 
approached the spot it 
was a grand sight to se[e] 
those gaint [giant] looking statues 
cut out of the rocks close 
to an enormous sand 
drift. The Ladies and 
Gentlemen went ashore 
to see the[m] on the spot 
Miss Urquhart & myself 
was quite contented with 
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the distant View till to 
morrow we have Moored 
close under them that 
I am able to see their 
faces from my Cabin 
window 2 More boats 
arrived about 11 but Moored 
in the river. 
 
Sunday Febry 1st 
 
Morning service in the 
Saloon at 11.30.. Mr Mac 
Callum busy having his 
tent fixed as he is going 
to take a large oil paint 
ing of the Colossals; and 
it is to go to the Royal 
Academy next year. Miss 
Urquhart and I took a strowl [stroll] 
through the Temple in the 
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Afternoon & went to the top of 
the sand drift. Miss Edwards 
had her tent put up in the 
Evening for sketching. there is 
some Crocodiles to be seen a 
bout here: so we intend to be 
on the look out: it is not 
like Sunday. but the sailors 
have looked very happy to day 
lying on the banks in the 
Sun it will be a rest for 
them us remaining here 
a fortnight: Eagle v[e]ry bad 
& bound up like a Mummy 
Miss Renshaw gave it a dose 
of Medicine. awful fuss 
 
Monday 2nd Aboo Simbol 
 
Mr Mac Callum began his picture 
Miss Edwards busy sketching. The 
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Alice & Bagstones started this Morning 
for Wady Halfa. the Mansouorh [Mansoorah] 
Moored here this Evening Miss 
Urquhart & myself went on the 
top of the hill for a walk 
fine View; colour of sand 
beautiful. fine day. v[e]ry warm 
but nice wind. sailors sung 
in the Evening 
 
Tuesday 3rd Aboo Simbol 
 
Mansoorah left this Morning for 
Wady Halfa. Mr & Mrs Her Eyre went 
in Feloòkah & saw an old Tomb 
accross the river. Miss Renshaw 
nursing the the Eagle brought 
in the boat smells horrible. 
Miss Urquhart & self went for a long 
walk by the river & looked for 
pebbles. brought home some 
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beautiful flowers which we gath[er]ed 
from the banks splendid Moon 
light night. Sailors sung in the 
Evening. 
 
Wednesday 4th \Aboo Simbol/ Miss Urquhart and 
myself went out for a strowl [stroll] on 
the Hills to see the sun set 
which was very beautiful. got 
up at 2 this Morning to see 
the southern cross which can 
only be seen in this quarter 
of the globe. Splendid Moon 
light night. no fresh arrival 
 
Thursday 5th Aboo Simbao 
 
Very windy day washed & ironed 
awfully hot went for a walk 
in the Evening: few cargo boats 
past no fresh arrivals to day 
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Eagle still alive dreadful fuss 
with it I wish it would die 
Miss R has given it Beef Tea & 
sherry v[e]ry fine night 
 
Friday 6th Aboo Simbou 
 
Crossed over this afternoon to 
the sand Islands in Feloòkah 
saw the Marks of a Crocodile 
in the sand. Miss Urquhart 
& I picked up a few pebbles 
& brought back some wild flow[ers] 
Miss Edwards shot at a bird 
Mr Mac Callum shot the Eagle 
& a happy thing it is out of its 
Misery. The wing droped off to 
day when it was unbandaged 
Mr Talhamy buried it in the 
sand. The sailors dug the 
grave & was chief mourners 
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wind rather cold this Evening 
no boats arrived 
 
Saturday 6th [sic 7th] 
 
Ladies & Gentlemen had a row 
to day about going to Wadi Halfa 
some wished to go & others did 
not. A favourable wind sprung 
up & we left Aboo Simbol 
about 2 this Afternoon scenery 
very pretty Moored about 10 
Oclock near a sand bank 
come about 22(?) Miles: every body 
v[e]ry quiet beautiful star 
light night. 
 
Sunday 8th Reached Wadi Halfa 
12 A M. had Morning Service ser(?) 
in the saloon. passed the 
Alice & Fostat about 8. A M 
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returning to Cairo. Moored close 
to Bagstones at Wadi Halfa 
the young Gentleman on board 
is waiting here to shoot a Crocod[ile] 
We started at 2 Oclock for the 2nd 
Cataract Mr Mac Callum Miss 
Renshaw myself & Mr Talhamy 
went over the desert on donkey 
Mr & Mrs Eyre Miss Edwards & Miss 
Urquhart went in Felookah 
and we met on the high rock 
Abooseer which is about 7 Miles 
from our boat. we had a 
charming View of the whole of 
the Cataract & could see the 
Country far beyond. most 
perfect scenery the only green 
to be seen is a few palm 
trees a scorching hot day. 
we reached the boat about 
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8. Oclock & found it already 
prepared for our downward 
journey. The big sail had been 
taken down & fastened above 
the deck: and the small sail 
hoisted on the Main Mast. 
the oars were all out & tied to the 
tholes & the plank taken up 
to make room for the rowers 
legs. all these alterations v[e]ry 
much disfigures the graceful 
Dahabeiahs for their homeward 
journey. went to bed directly 
after dinner all v[e]ry tired 
 
Monday 9th  
 
Left Wadi Halfa at 9. A.M Bag 
-stones started same time, a 
little wind Sailors rowed all 
day. came about 30 Miles 
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Moored at 9 P.M close to a 
high bank. Bagstones just 
before us dont like the boat 
so well now the large sail is 
gone does not look so pritty 
pretty and not so convenient 
 
Tuesday 10th Contrary wind could 
not even float. So was shut 
up in a bank all day. gentlemen 
went out shooting. Miss Edwards 
& Mrs Eyre went out in Feloòkah 
with Mr Talhamy. Miss Renshaw 
at home. Miss Urquhart & my- 
self went for a walk on shore 
rather cold wind picked up 
a few stones Met a great 
Many natives. Sailors sung 
in the Evening 
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Wednesday 11th Started early this 
Morning with the wind in our 
favor. and reached Aboo Simbol 
at 10 A.M & found 2 Dahabeiah 
Moored here: Mr Mac Callum & 
Miss Edwards had their tents 
put up directly & busy painting 
Miss Urquhart & self roamed about 
the ruins. This Temple was 
built in Rameses 2nd time 
& one of three Colossis are 
representing him on his throne 
the statues are of gigantic size 
the height are 66 ft without 
the pedestal the ears measure 
3 ft 5”Ins & 13ft from ear to ear 
the inner side of elbow joint 
to the end of Middle finger 
15 ft I never saw such 
Monstres. and yet the expression 
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of the face is beautiful. the 
he[a]d of one has fa is completely 
broken off & lies in a heap 
at the feet of the others. a few 
years ago the sand drifts 
had covered the bodies to the 
statues & leaving only the heads 
vs visable [visible]. a Model of one of 
the heads is in the British 
Museum. There is a smaller 
Temple near here was was 
dedicated to the Wife of Ramses 
which is very beautiful but 
now it seems to be a home for 
the birds it is also made 
in the rocks. v[e]ry fine sun 
set sailors sung Bagstones 
not arrived 
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Thursday 12th Aboo Simbol 
 
Washed & ironed to day Bagstones 
arrived & Ladies & Gentleman dined 
on one boat their servant dined 
with up [us]. our boat was lighted 
in the Evening the[n] the coloured 
lanterns & the people from the 
other boats invited to see our 
sailors dance & sing Miss Booth 
servant dressed as an Arab 
& danced much to the amuse 
-ment of every body especially our 
sailors rather a novelty to see 
a white man in an arab 
costume & dancing & he really 
looks quite handsome in 
the White Turban retired 
to bed about 12 Oclock. 
very fine night. 
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Friday 13th Aboo Simbol 
 
Crossed over to the sand Island 
& roamed about all the Afternoon 
windy day a boat passed to day 
but did not stop. The Bagstones 
still here the Young Gentleman 
shot some v[e]ry pretty birds 
wind rather cold to night 
 
Saturday 14th Aboo Simbol 
 
Miss Urquhart & myself went out 
for a sail in the Feloòkah rather 
rough & high wind. Miss U v[e]ry 
much frightened in case we 
should get a cold bath. A 
Dahabeiah passed at 7 this 
Evening had a note for Mr Mac 
Callum saying there was letters 
waiting us at Korosko 
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I hope there are some for me 
very fine starlight night 
 
Sunday 15th Aboo Simbol 
 
Morning service in the Saloon 
at 11.30. Mr Mac Callum was 
roaming about the rock & found 
a new Temple or Tomb. the 
sailors all are at work getting 
sand away from the entrance 
was able to crawl in on our 
hands & knees at 2. P.M & 
by 4 Oclock could get in with 
ease. it is a beautiful cham 
-ber & the paintings on the 
walls bright & perfect: not a 
scratch or a name written in 
any part of it: “as I am sorry 
to say that in most of the 
beautiful places are dread 
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fully defaced by Visitors scribbling 
their Names & addr[e]sses quite 
a disgrace to themselves & 
country”. At 5 Oclock Machel(?) brought 
up Ice which we all had on 
the sand I in the new chamber 
sailors worked till dark all 
very tired Bagstones left this Morning 
 
Monday 16th Aboo Simbol 
 
Mr Mac Callum sent for the 
Sheykh “or Governor” of the place 
to inform him of the discovery 
he came in the afternoon 
“a v[e]ry fine looking man”. & 
has promised to send 100 
Men to morrow to help our 
sailors who have worked v[e]ry 
hard all day. but it takes 
a long time to do having no 
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proper tools to night was able 
to walk in v[e]ry easily we are 
all in a great state of excitement 
about it wondering what it 
can be & what it contained 
am afraid we cannot stay to 
know. charming night another 
boat arrived this evening with 
5 ladies on board but no 
Gentlemen 
 
Tuesday 17th Aboo Simbol 
 
The Sh[e]ykh sent 100 Men this  
Morning & they have done a great 
deal that the room is almost 
free from sand. nothing more has 
been found & no more (?) 
at present. the Sheykh had 
Lunch[e]on here. he did not 
know how to suse use a knife 
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and fork so the Ladies cut 
up his food & fed him a little 
amusement for them: and after 
Lunch they played a few pieces 
on The Piano. he seemed v[e]ry 
delighted & pleased with the 
performance. Miss Urquhart 
& Myself went on the top of 
the hills to see the sun set for 
the last time at Aboo Simbol 
has been a v[e]ry hot day. 
Boat with the Ladies left this 
Morning 
 
Wednesday 18th This Morning Mr Eyre 
was up at the new Temple with 
the sailors & found some human 
bones & 2 small urns. also a 
staircase near the door of the 
Temple but on outside: we were 
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all much interested in this 
discovery: I[t] must lead to some 
chambers or tombs but at 
6 Oclock this evening we left 
all behind us v[e]ry sorry we 
could not stay longer. Mr Mac 
Callum had finished his picture 
& we had already stayed over 
our time. Moored by a bank 
about 3 Miles from Aboo Simbol 
hot day & lov[e]ly sun set. 
 
Thursday 19th Wind against us to 
day made but little progress 
Washed & rioned [ironed] very charming 
sun set wind droped sailors 
rowed till 11. P.M. Moored at 
Tosko 
 
Friday 20th Head wind this Morning 
took refuge in a bank at 
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5 P M Wind droped & sailors 
able to row. about 8 Oclock 
overtook the Bagstones Moored 
for a short time to pay them 
a Visit. they are waiting for a 
Crocodile that the Young Gent 
shot it is now in the 
water they generally rise to the 
surface the third day after 
being wounded. I hope they may 
get it: started again at 9 Oclk 
& rowed till 12 charming night 
& most beautiful scenery before 
sun set. 
 
Saturday 21st Sailors started at 
5 this Morning saw 2 Crocodiles 
on a sand bank while at 
breakfast we were coming 
along so quietly that they was 
not awhere [aware] of our approach 
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till we were almost close to 
them. the large one turned 
his head around & stared at 
us then plunged into the 
water. the smaller one follow[in]g 
the Gentlemen supposed the 
large one was about 20 ft long 
reached Derr. about 1 Oclock a 
quan[t]ity of Natives came round 
the boat they had lots of thing[s] 
for sale but was much too 
dear: this is the place where 
Castor oil is v[e]ry plentiful that 
the women dip their heads 
in it: left again at 3 & reach[e]d 
A’mada We stoped & paid a 
nother Visit to the ruined 
Temple on the desert stayed 
about an hour & started 
again for Korosko; and 



J. LANE MSS 1 – Jenny Lane Journal 1 (4 September 1873 to 24 March 1874) 

155 
 

 

 
reached there about 12 at night 
Mr Talhamy went at once to 
the post Office for letters we 
were all excit[e]me[n]t untill he 
returned I am so happy for 
had one from Lizzie Polly 
Mrs Evans & Fred all good 
News. did not go to bed till 
2. A.M. & then much too 
exciteded [excited] to sleep. Thothmes 
3rd built Temple of A’.mada. 
 
Sunday 22nd Left Korosko this 
Morning at 5 Oclock. had Service 
in the Saloon at 10.30. Very hot 
day Glass 90 in shade Ladies 
Visited Temple of Wâdy Saboôah 
Miss Urquhart prefered staying 
on the boat to going out in 
the sun & sand: Miss Renshaw 
bought a nose ring “Gold” and 
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Crocodile sailors rowed till 
12 Mid Night.. very calm 
 
Monday 23rd Passed Maharraker 
this Morning wind against us 
progress. the boat braced side 
for a few hours & floating with 
the stream. had to moor by 
a bank for several hours 
cultivared [cultivated] land beginning to 
widen here & looking more 
inhabited v[e]ry windy night 
fine sun set 
 
24th Tuesday Arrived at Koortee 
about 9 this Morning went 
ashore a [&] saw a small but 
very interesting Temple. 
returned boat & off again 
sailors rowing no wind 
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but v[e]ry hot day. 
 
Wednesday 25 Head wind floating 
“slow work” did not go ashore 
nothing particular happened 
dined on deck by Moonlight 
wind droped sailors rowed till 
mid night 
 
Thursday 26th Boat started at 5 
A M & reached Dakkeh at 7.30. 
walked to the Temple a short 
distance from boat it is 
situated close to a large 
Village & stands on the Libyan 
desert. it was built in the 
time of Ergamene an Ethiopian 
King and of the Ptolemies & 
Caesars and the[n] sculptured 
during differant reigns 
Miss Edwards took a skett 
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sketch of the great Portal 
Miss Renshaw & I walked 
back to boat the rest went 
accross the river in small boat 
to see a fortress. on our return 
to the boat we saw died 
Donkey and was quite Visit 
with naked Children took 
2 sailors to keep them away 
from us. we started again 
at 2 P.M & sailors rowed till 
Mid night charming night 
and v[e]ry calm. 
 
Friday 27th We started early this 
Morning & reached Gerf Sossiyn [Hossayn] 
at 8 A M Moored near a small 
Island: sailors carried us to 
the Island & we walked accross. 
small boat met us on the 



J. LANE MSS 1 – Jenny Lane Journal 1 (4 September 1873 to 24 March 1874) 

159 
 

 

 
other side & took us ashore 
The Temple is in the time 
of Rameses and is excavated 
in the rock excepting the 
portico and area in front 
very fine sculpture both in 
side & out. When we lighted 
our candles to go into the 
chambers the bats flew out 
by thousands. Miss Edwards 
sketched front. we returned 
to boat & left again at 2(?) 
Oclock. Passed the Duke of 
Hamiltons boat they are 
going to the second cataract 
saw a large flock of wild ducks 
and a great many Ibisseus [ibises] about 
here v[e]ry fine night Sailors will 
row till Midnight. 
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Saturday 28th Reached Kala’bsheh 
about 9 this Morning: and Moored 
to see the ruined Temple 
which is the largest in Nubia 
The stones employed in its con- 
-struction had belonged to an 
older Temple to which it 
succeeded & it is probable 
that the original Temple was 
of the early time of Thothmes 
the 3rd whose name is still 
traced on a Granite statue 
by before the entrance 
the whole of the building is a 
perfect Mess of ruins. We 
had to climb over entrance(?) 
blocks of stone to get from one 
room to the other. the painting 
on the walls & Columns are 
v[e]ry perfect & exceedingly bright 
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which is probably due to the 
Christians. who by covering 
over the sculptures. Paintings. 
and hieroglyphics with plaster 
were the unintentional Means 
of preserving much that is 
interesting. & the same thing 
of also done to many other 
Temples in Egypt. Miss E 
made a sketch of the in 
-terior. a large Village is 
close here & the Natives 
were v[e]ry troublesome round 
the boat all day trying to 
sell there Antiques. the 
heat has been intence to 
day. a quan[t]ity of the dooum 
Palms here & the fruit appears 
to be ripe: it smells v[e]ry 
like gingerbread. 
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March 1st 
Sunday. Left Kala’bsheh at 5 
this Morning. and reached 
Wàdy Tàfah at 7. Oclock went ashore 
to see \2/ Temples one is quite 
a ruin. on the walls of the 
other is an Almanack supposed 
to be of the 4th or 5th centenary 
the scenery here was perfectly 
enchanting & a quan[t]ity of 
the Henna trees are cultavible [cultivable] 
here: and the pounded leaves 
are exported to Egypt & are used 
by the women for dying the 
finger nails red. we started 
again at 1 Oclock. about 
13 Miles further down the river 
near Gertàssee are the ruined 
walls of a Temple. the Ladies 
& Gentlemen started about 5 
Oclock but Miss Urquhart & 
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myself remained on the boat 
boat & was quite content \and fine/ to 
see it from deck. for the heat 
was enough to blind one: and 
we did not feel disposed to dres[s] 
again to day. the scenery here 
is one of the most lov[e]ly bits on 
the Nile, and it is rather 
dangerous to pass in the night 
as it is the commencement of 
the rapids. Ladies returned at 
7. boat started again Miss 
Renshaw bought a nose ring 
very fine calm night. 
 
Monday 2nd Started early again 
this morning & reached Dabob [Dabod] 
about 7.30. went ashore to see 
a Temple a short distance 
from the river passed through 
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corn fields v[e]ry beautiful ruins 
standing close to the desert 
in one of the rooms was a 
very beautiful but broken shrine 
returned to boat at 1 Oclock & 
started a gain. reached the 
sand drift at 4 in the Afternoon 
& Moored Mr Mac Callum going 
to paint a picture of the sand 
drift v[e]ry hot day a Village 
close by plenty of natives 
round the boat. 
 
Tuesday 3rd Miss Urquhart & self 
went ashore this Morning for a 
walk. The Bagstones Ladies came 
to Lunch. & they all went out 
in Feloòkah. Miss Renshaw 
bought a ring of one of the 
Natives heat intence 
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Wednesday 4th This Morning Miss 
Urquhart & self went out this 
Morning & got some sand to 
take to England. Mr Eyre went 
out shooting & shot a Boy did not 
kill him:. we heard the screams 
& wondered what was the matter 
the whole Village fell on to Mr 
Eyre & the sailors who were with 
him they took his Gun and 
knocked him about dreadfully 
& tore nearly all the things of 
the poor sailors. Mr Talhamy 
rushed out to help them & 
brought Mr Eyre on the boat 
looking more dead than alive 
we had the Boy brought on 
the boat. he was about 7 years 
old & perfectly naked. he was 
not very badly hurt. a few 
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shots went into his body & one 
or two in his head & face the 
Father of the child appeared 
much the worst. we sponged 
the Boy with warm water & 
put on some sticking plaster 
Mr Eyre gave the child 1 £ which 
the Father seemed v[e]ry pleased 
to take. & dressed the child 
up in a shirt of Mr Talhamy 
& the little fellow went trotting 
of the boat quite pleased in 
his long white robe; we left 
at 2 Oclock for Philae where 
we arrived about 5 P M 
went on the Island for a 
walk 
 
Thursday 5th Stayed on the boat 
all day. very hot Miss Edwards 
not well. Washed & ironed 
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Ladies went out in Feloòkah 
& crossed to The Island of Biggeh 
Mr Mac Callum Making a picture 
of Temple v[e]ry fine ruins and 
charming spot to Moor. very 
windy night 
 
Thursday \Friday/ 6th High wind all day 
Mr Talhamy went to Assooan 
& brought back letters. Miss Urqu 
hart & I went out & looked over 
the ruins & went grubbing for 
Antiques. but not successful 
I expect too Many have grubbed 
before us. Ladies went out 
in Felookah to Mahatta a 
large Village about 4 miles 
from here close to the 
Cataract. we went to \Island of/ Biggeh 
saw inscriptions on rocks of great 
\interest of some of the Pharaohs of a very early time/ 
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Saturday 7th Miss Urquhart ill in 
bed all day. Ladies went out 
on the \Holy/ Island and rambled 
about the ruins. Mr Talhamy 
went to Assooan & bought me 
some Feathers. sailors having a 
good rest again. I stayed 
on boat all day. \all/ alone & no 
Natives to disturb us. supposed 
that Osiris was buried here. 
 
Sunday 8th Morning service in the 
Saloon at 11.30. roamed about 
the Island all the Afternoon 
v[e]ry windy day. Mr Mac Callum 
has gone accross the desert on 
a Donkey. Miss Edwards has 
been sketching in large Temple 
all day Mr & Mrs Eyre went to 
Biggeh in Felookah. Miss 
Urquhart better. 
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Monday 9th Mr Eyre & Mr Talhamy 
went to Assooan to day to see 
the governor & settle the row 
with the Natives for attacking 
Mr Eyre when he shot the Boy 
he got his gun again. and 
about 6 Men were bastonaded 
both Mr Eyre & Mr Talhamy had 
to stand & see it done. 
 
horriable poor wretches. I don’t 
suppose they will want to 
attack a nother English Gentleman 
they returned in the Evening. 
Miss Urquhart & self round the 
ruins. I think we know every 
part of the building. rather 
windy. Miss Edwards has 
been sketching all day & Mr 

Mac C. painting. 
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Tuesday 10th Bought feathers to day 
the Men came from Assooan 
this Afternoon. the boat Moved 
a little lower. been rambling 
about again when it was 
cool enough to venture out 
it was the finest sun set to 
night we have seen on the 
Nile: be[a]utiful starlight 
night 
 
Wednesday 11th Miss Renshaw & Miss 
Edwards with Mr Talhamy went 
to Assooan on Donkeys. Mr & Mrs 

Eyre Miss Urquhart & myself 
went for a sail in The feloòkah 
to Mahatta went ashore & 
walked back on the Opposite 
side of the river through a 
lov[e]ly Palm Grove most exquisite 
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scenery we returned at 7 Oclock 
Ladies did not get back 
from Assooan till 8. P.M. hot 
night all very tired 
 
Thursday 12th Bought some small 
Feathers to day. Cooks party arrived 
on The Island this morning and 
stayed several hours returning to 
Assooan by Desert on Camels 
we left Philae this Afternoon 
about 5 P& Moored at Mahatta 
a v[e]ry large village where all 
the caravan[s] from the desert 
a great trading place. been v[e]ry 
hot day. Washed & ironed 
scenery charming. close to the 
Cataract going down to 
Morrow Morning. wind fair 
to night. hope it will be the same 
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in the Morning. I bought 2 
rings of the Natives. 
 
Friday 13th All up this Morning by 
6 Oclock And breakfasted the 
Cataract Man came soon after 
& prepared for our de[s]cent. 
Mr Mac Callum & Miss Renshaw 
took Donkeys & rode accross the 
Desert & met us below Assooan 
we left Mahatta about 7 what 
an excitement it was our cabin 
shutters were all fastened & 
we sat on deck the whole 
time; the Great rapid was 
the first to pass which took 
about 2 Minutes to go down 
it was exactly like coming 
down stairs: one scarsely seems 
to breathe & not a sound 
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to be heard but the raging 
waters; as soon as it was over 
I turned round to look at 
our de[s]cent. It seem im- 
possible that we had come 
through it it looked like 
a deep hill of snow.” 
 
Murrays guide book tells us 
it is a scene which must 
be seen to be appreciated. and 
of which no de[s]cription can 
give the least idea”. 
 
We passed through several 
smaller rapids on our way 
down and reached Assooan 
about 8.30.. coming down in 
an hour & half. which in 
going up took 3 days. 
After passing through the 
great rapid which was 
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splendidly done the Cataract 
Men were so delight[t]ed with 
their success in bringing 
us through that they rushed 
upon Mr Talhamy & stole his 
Tu\r/ban of his head & would 
I believe taken nearly all the 
cloths he had on had not 
Mr Eyre interfered & the poor 
Captain was in the same 
condition. Miss Urquhart 
was so dreadfully frightened 
that I thought she was going 
to faint when we came through 
the great rapid. we only stoped 
at Assooan to pick up Mr Mc 
Callum & Miss Renshaw was 
a tolerably good wind so was 
ansious to get on. wind 
droped in the Afternoon 
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Moored about 11 Miles from 
Assooan. scenery v[e]ry picturesque 
to day. 
 
Saturday 14th Kom Ombo. 
 
Had a fair wind and reached 
Kom Ombo at 6 to night and 
Moored: went ashore to see 
the Temple which is close to 
the Water, the Temple is 
supposed to have been built 
after the accessions of the 
Ptolemies or from about the 
B.C. 172 to 60. there being 
Greek inscriptions on the 
walls. but there had existed 
a Temple in the time of 
the Pharaohs about the 18 
dynasty.. on an Island 
opposite the ruins are often 
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plenty of Quail and sand- 
grouse to be seen. to night 
the wind is very high and 
the water quite rough 
 
Sunday 15th 
 
\I/ went out in Felookah this 
Morning directly after breakfast 
with Mr & Mrs Eyre & Miss Urquhart 
about 3 miles down the river to 
a pebble bank. We picked 
up a few good one. I saw 
a large viper. returned a 
gain about 11. had Morning 
service in the Saloon at 12 
after Lunch went up to the 
Temples & found a piece of 
painted stone. Miss Edwards 
sketched. Wind still high 
The Duke of [Hamilaton] Hamilton boat 
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passed this afternoon. he has 
a steamer to tow them to 
Cairo. We left about 7 in 
the Evening & moored about 
5 miles down the river still 
very rough. 
 
Monday 16th Shut up all day in 
a sand bank. went ashore 
with Miss Urquhart. Duke of 
H moored just above us & 
left about 10 this morning 
Mr Mac Callum with him 
to Thebes & Habib & Cooks Boy 
we are very sorry to lose him \Mr M. C./ 
for he is so kind to us. he 
is very ansious [anxious] to get back 
to Cairo. 11 at night wind 
still very high. 
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Tuesday 17th Able to start this 
Morning at 5 Oclock reached 
Silsileh about 10 A M. went 
ashore to see Temple and 
Grottoes: it is supposed to be 
one of the oldest building in 
Egypt. it is made in the rock 
the same as Aboo Simbel: and 
here is the narrowest part of 
the river. the breadth of the 
Nile here is only 1095 ft. 
started again about 1 Oclock 
but head wind made little 
progrees [progress] Moored at 5 by the 
side a high bank; while at 
Dinner saw two jackals pass 
on the top of the hill. 
 
Wednesday 18th Made but little 
progress to day contrary wind 
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Mr Eyre went out shooting and 
killed a great many Quails 
all went ashore for a walk 
wind much higher blowing 
quite a gale to night 
 
The Governor of Assooan paid 
us a Visit this Evening and 
took coffee he \is/ staying near 
this place. 
 
Thursday 19th A terrific wind 
all day not been able to 
Move. the Nile looking very 
like the sea. Washed and 
ironed. I am grieved to day 
the poor sailors are short of 
food, but they bear it v[e]ry 
well I trust the weather will 
soon change for the sake of 
the poor men. 9 to night the 
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wind droped & we started 
sailors going to row all night 
 
Friday 20th Reached Edfoo about 
8 this Morning Moored & had 
donkeys to take us to the 
Temple. Miss Urquhart & 
self rode Arab saddles. it was 
great fun riding there and 
back for Miss Urquhart had 
to be held on by two sailors 
the whole way. although 
it was a tolriable [tolerable] good Road 
and if a fly settled on her face 
she dare not brush it off 
in case she lost sight of the 
Donkeys head. if any of our 
friends had met us in England 
how astonished they would 
have been. The Temple of 
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Edfoo is one of the most 
perfect we have seen and 
kept so beautifully clean 
it is v[e]ry like Denderah so 
far as the actual Temple is 
concerned. but the Magnificent 
propylon at Edfoo surpasses 
any I have ever seen; and the 
view from the top of the 
Temple is v[e]ry fine. we 
returned to the boat at 
12.30. & started again directly 
there is a large Village close 
by & a great number of piggeons 
are kept. wind continues fair 
we are going all night. our 
Captain has gone to Esneh 
to day on Donkey to get food 
ready for the men by the 
time we reach there. 
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Saturday 21st Sailors rowed all 
night we reached Esneh at 
9 this Morning. a fair wind 
sprung up we left again 
at 11 and able to sail all 
day. reaching Thebes at 6 in 
the Evening. We crossed the 
river & Moored at Luxor 
got letters from Lizzie & Johny 
Mrs Dring. beautiful night 
& v[e]ry warm 
 
Sunday 22nd Luxor 
 
Morning service at 11 30. 
have spent a v[e]ry quiet day 
went for a walk in the 
Evening with Miss Urquhart 
there are 7 Dabaheeh [Dahabeah] Moored 
here. the Governor & his 
sons called to day they 
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speak English v[e]ry well 
Mr Mac Callum has gone to 
Cairo and taken Habib with 
him. 
 
Monday 23rd Luxor 
 
Horrable [Horrible] day of wind and 
dust. could not go out 
busy all day writing letters 
Bagstone Ladies dined here 
this Evening. plenty of Antique 
perch Merchants on the boat 
to day with their Gods and 
scarabees for sale. they are 
a set of cheats: the Governor 
called to day to invite us 
to see new Tomb that was 
found to day at Thebes so 
if the wind is not so high 
we all start off to Morrow 
Morning on donkeys. 
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Tuesday 24th  
Monday Luxor 
 
Very fine Morning. and all 
crossed the river and started 
accross the desert on Donkey’s 
we first visited the Ramesium [Ramesseum] 
or Memnonium. a beautiful 
ruined Temple in the time 
or Ramises 2nd the lovely 
Colossal statue \of Ramses/ has fallen to 
the Ground. We took Lunch 
in one of the Courts. the 
whole building is v[e]ry perfect 
& in good condition. some 
of the colouring beautiful 
and I must not omit saying 
that we all went up stairs 
on our donkeys. After Lunch 
we started to see the new 
Mummy Tomb which was 
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discovered yesterday. it is 
certainly wonderful how 
they are preserveed for so 
many thousand years, to see 
the Colours. one might 
suppose that it was only 
the work of yesterday. 
 
We then rode on to Visit 
some of the Tombs of the 
Kings: one No. 11. Ramises 
3rd commonly called Bruce’s 
Tomb. it being discovered 
by the above named person. 
the most interesting part 
of this ruins are the series 
of small chambers in the 
2 first passages they throw 
considirable light on the 
styles of the furniture and 



J. LANE MSS 1 – Jenny Lane Journal 1 (4 September 1873 to 24 March 1874) 

186 
 

 

 
manners and customs of the 
Egyptians in those days. 
they were accustomed to 
ev[e]ry comfort & luxury 
on the wall may be seen 
the most elegant chairs & 
couches covered with rich 
drapery. also all kind of 
pottery & copper utensils 
basins & ewers of all designs 
and in one apartments we 
saw Knives and a great 
many others things which 
are used by us at the 
present day! the poor 
Egyptians: how sad to see 
them at the present day 
in such a degraded state 
we then saw several others 
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very much in the same 
style. We then rode to the 
interesting Temple of 
Dayr.el.Bahree [Deir el-Bahri] a most 
curious but beautiful 
building. built by Hata.soo [Hatshepsut] 
sister of Thothmes 2nd &. 3d 
it was built in stages up 
the slope of the mountain 
and flights of steps from one 
court to the other. and: 
I hope no one will be 
shocked. but we had 
to walk over the bones 
of Mummys in all parts 
of the Temple. I picked 
up parts of a God in one 
of the M pits and a piece 
of Mummy case. After 
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rambling about all day 
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27th \Feby/ When Menes having redeemed * 
the site of Memphis from the 
waters began the city there. 
and built the great Temple of 
Phthah renowned for so many 
ages afterwards. The Temple 
extends 130 feet in the rock. 
 
& 8 Kalab.sheh 
 
It was founded and carried 
on. (not quite to completion) 
by one after another of the 
Caesars - and it is therefore 
not truly Egyptian. The Temple 
is a heap of magnificent ruins 
.. Magnificent for vastness & 
b richness; but not for taste 
 
 
 
 
* Page 189 [upper] is based on Martineau, H. 1848. Eastern Life: Present and Past. 
Vol. I. London: Edward Moxon, pages 152-153 and 227; page 189 [lower] is 
extracted from ibid. pages 236-237. 
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Zincke’s. Egypt of the Pharaohs 
and the Kedives “1873’. 
     _____ 
 
The propylons were the watch * 
-towers and bulwarks of the 
Temples in the old days when 
the temples of the deities were 
the fortifications of the 
Country. and the Flags on 
grand occasions were hoisted 
on the propylons 
 
Feby 278th Gerf Forsiyn [Husein] Temple 
is of the time of the great 
Ramesss and dedicated to 
Phthah - the God of Artisan 
Intellect and Lord of truth. 
it may be remembered that this 
was the deity to whom according 
to tradition. the first Temple 
was raised in Egypt. “P. Page” 
 
* Page 190 [upper, excluding top reference to Zincke’s publication] is extracted 
from Martineau, H. 1848. Eastern Life: Present and Past. Vol. I. London: Edward 
Moxon, page 219-220; page 190 [lower] is extracted from ibid. pages 226-227. 
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There were 30 dynasty’s of the 
Pharaohs reigned in 
Egypt. And next came 
the Ptolemies or Greeks 
and after these came 
the Caesars or Romans 
 
“Mennes”. was the first Egyptian 
King and founder of 
Memphis; date according 
to Wilkinson & others about 
2700 .B.C. 
 
The great Pyramid of 
Geezeh supposed to be built 
about .B.C. 4235 
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With regards to the use of the word 
Propylon it may be observed that 
propylon, pylon and pylonè are 
all properly applied to the gateways. of \Temples/ 
but the first of these was also used 
to designate the pylon with its Towers 
to prevent confusion the word 
pylon has been adopted of the 
gateway. and propylon for the 
Towers 
 
Gebel Tookh nr Girgeh 
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